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New Members Invited!!

Hexham Civic Society is vitally concerned
with the future of Hexham as a success-
ful commercial, social and residential

community. Hexham must develop and change
to adapt to present and future needs. We seek
to encourage and influence developments while
protecting those characteristics of the town that
are valued by residents and visitors alike and
which will continue to be essential to its attrac-
tiveness, vitality and viability.

In order to fully represent the people of Hexham
and to add strength to our arguments, the more
people that we can say we represent the better.

Our current membership is 230. A few
years ago it was well over 300. We are
currently losing members at the rate of

about 10 % a year. This is mainly because our
membership is aging - however, we seek new
members of all ages.

We therefore urge our current members to sup-
port our membership drive in a small way by
talking to friends and neighbours about the work
that we do and trying to persuade them to join
so that we can continue to say that we repre-
sent a large proportion of the population of
Hexham.

For those members who currently pay subscrip-
tions annually, it would be a tremendous help to
us, and to our hard working membership secre-
tary, if you could pay standing order.

A membership application form and a Standing
Order form are on p.14. You can also apply by
email to: hcs@hexhamcivicsociety.co.uk 

If you require further copies of this newsletter,
then please telephone one of the committee
members for more copies.

If you are not happy with what we are doing or
would like us to do more, please speak to a
committee member.

Best wishes,

Colin Dallison
Membership Secretary

Chairman Tim Tatman
23 Hencotes
Hexham, NE46 2EQ
Tel: 01434 609265

Vice-Chairman Roger Higgins
4 Burn Lane
Hexham, NE46 3HN
Tel: 07717 337416

Secretary & Newsletter
Editor

Tim Tatman
23 Hencotes
Hexham, NE46 2EQ
Tel: 01434 609265

Treasurer Wendy Breach
Bridge House
Hexham, NE46 3DE
Tel: 01434 609973

Committee Members Pat Caris ; Tim Elliott
Karen Liddle; Ted Liddle;
Richard Simons;
Paul Wharrier

Membership Secretary Colin Dallison
1 St. Acca’s Court
Hexham, NE46 3SH
Tel: 01434 602252
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Our Market Place must function more effectively and attractively as the true heart of the
town including as a pedestrian space. It has traditionally been and should be again the
town's pedestrian hub having, for example, good links between Market Street and the

rest of the town without the barrier of parked cars and cars seeking to park. Visually, car park-
ing also detracts in a material way from the outstanding quality of this historic space. Through
traffic would still be allowed. 

Put candidly, using the Market Place as a car park, perhaps except for the disabled, is a
demonstrable waste of the prime central space in Hexham. It is time we moved on!

We would welcome responses from all interests to
see if it is possible to find a way forward on
improving the heart of Hexham.

A visionary idea for Hexham’s Market Place "shared space" of
real value to all—residents, shoppers and tourists.

Right - Market Place Today
Below - Concept of how it could look if
returned to people, as well as cars.



A visionary idea for
Hexham’s Market Place

The illustration on the front cover is by Ben
Hamilton-Baillie, a traffic, transport and
urban design consultant who is doing

work for Northumberland County Council and
gave a public talk in Hexham in April. (See
report elsewhere)

“Visually, car parking also detracts
in a material way from the outstand-
ing quality of this historic space”

AGovernment inspector nearly 30 years
ago saw the clear value in historic con-
servation and traffic terms of removing

parking from the Market Place and excluding or
reducing through traffic. This inspector's deci-
sion is now reinforced by Ben Hamilton-Baillie’s
stance of the clear need to make Hexham more
attractive for all users. This can only work if the
Market Place functions more effectively and
attractively as the true heart of the town includ-
ing as a pedestrian space. It has traditionally
been and should be again the town's pedestrian
hub with, for example, good links between
Market Street and the rest of the town without
the barrier of parked cars and cars seeking to
park. Visually, car parking also detracts in a
material way from the outstanding quality of this
historic space. Also, minimal space lost for park-
ing cars (and cars do not shop or carry out busi-
ness - but pedestrians do) not only means
material environmental gains but also really
useful extra space for more proactive uses of
the centre to bring in more people and business. 

Put candidly, using the Market Place as a
car park is a demonstrable waste of the
prime central space in Hexham. It is time

we moved on! We prefer a scheme that has no
parking in the Market Place, except perhaps for
the disabled. 

We would welcome responses from all
interests to see if it is possible to find a
way forward on improving the heart of

Hexham.

The Chairman’s view
Traffic Management and
Streetscape

Your committee and I believe that there must
be major changes to streetscapes and traffic
management in Hexham if it is to retain its

attractiveness, viability and vitality in the face of the
threats from changing life styles, volumes of traffic
and  demands for parking in the town centre. In
particular we are enthusiasts of “shared space”, a
concept illustrated by Ben Hamilton-Baillie in the
talk we arranged in April. (See report below).

The Journal summed up Mr. Hamilton-Baillie’s
views in an article entitled Market Towns in
Danger of Dying. It reports him as saying that

Hexham is surviving “fragile” times, “….fragile
because market towns have for the first time
become redundant. Until recently you had to come
into these towns – they were a functional necessi-
ty, but now we have out-of-town superstores, the
internet, social networking – we don’t actually need
market towns at all. The only reason they exist is
because we want them to. Now, towns that are not
attractive do not attract people – and are dying.

“I think Hexham is in pretty good shape – it has a
well-established and quite well-to-do hinterland
and is a very attractive town with a wonderful mar-
ket square and fine and coherent architecture. But
traffic pressure has also begun to erode that qual-
ity and you have to be very careful that the meas-
ures you take don’t detract from the town. There is
a danger that without any clear picture of where it
wants to go in the future, growing, creeping traffic
can erode the quality that underpins Hexham’s
economy.”

Mr. Hamilton-Baillie commented that one of
the major impediments to appropriate
development is the barriers that exist

between departments in local government. This
certainly seems to be the situation within NCC who
have neglected the need to maintain and enhance
the attractiveness of Hexham. The evidence is the
manner in which NCC has presented its
Countywide Parking Strategy with no reference
whatever to the effect, benefit or otherwise, it will
have on communities, and the related excessive,
insensitively located  signage and poles in
Hexham’s Conservation Area. NCC seems to have
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followed blindly narrow sets of parking regulations
without any consideration of what is most suitable
or beneficial for the communities it is meant to
serve. Its actions in this context are eroding “the
quality that underpins Hexham’s economy”.

On the other hand so many NCC depart-
ments are involved in the bus station
scheme that all factors are likely to be

taken into account and properly assessed, albeit
rather slowly. We are pleased by Mr. Hamilton-
Baillie’s involvement in this scheme and expect it
will bring fresh and current ideas into consideration
and making more likely the best outcome for
Hexham as a whole.

To ensure that Hexham does not succumb to
the threats outlined above, adapts appropri-
ately to the needs of the future, and retains

its vitality and viability we perhaps need a Roman
way, VIA:

Vigilance by the public and by bodies such as
HCS to identify plans and developments, to take
part in formal consultations, and to object strongly
to those with which they disagree.

Imagination by NCC, developers, architects, traf-
fic managers and all associated with changes to
Hexham to come up with something far better than
the run-of-the-mill, bog standard, sticking plaster
ideas that we see too often 

Action, and quick action, by all involved in deci-
sion-making and implementation of developments.

Ideas for making Hexham work

In a talk in April Adapting Market Towns to the
Needs of the 21st Century, arranged by HCS,
Ben Hamilton-Baillie informed the audience of

the situation of market towns in general, how cur-
rent ideas of shared space can contribute to their
regeneration and preservation, and concluded with
some illustrations of how such ideas might be
applied to Hexham. The talk was packed with infor-
mation, well illustrated, and delivered in a most
entertaining style.

We will not repeat here his views of market towns
in general and of Hexham in particular. They are
summarised in the “Chairman’s View”.

The death throes of many market towns are evi-

Benson’s Monument - new shared space?

dent in their boarded up shops and decayed
town centres. Alnwick and Hereford were given
as examples.

“In order to survive and thrive mar-
ket towns must be attractive to resi-
dents and visitors alike but are
under threats including increasing
volumes of traffic, changing life
styles, difficult economic times etc”

In order to survive and thrive market towns must
be attractive to residents and visitors alike but
are under threats including increasing volumes
of traffic, changing life styles, difficult economic
times etc. Ben Hamilton-Bailie’s view of
Hexham was that, relative to other market
towns, it is doing well but its streetscapes are
dull and the entrances to the town, particularly
from the east, are unimpressive.

Shared space schemes will enhance the
attractiveness of towns, slow down traffic,
but not diminish a town’s ability to handle

increasing volumes of traffic. Contrary to com-
mon expectations they reduce traffic accidents.
(See graphs below for Kensington High Street
shared space scheme) The proven theory is
that removal of indications that any group, be it
motorists or pedestrians or anyone else, has
priority makes all aware of risk. Hence all will be
more careful and accidents will be reduced. The
existence of recognised risk is a good thing.
Accidents happen when any party involved fails
to recognise risk and to act accordingly.
Conversely people recognising risks as they do
in all daily activities reduces accidents.
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Mr. Hamilton-Baillie used the analogy of
the free public ice rink in New York. In it
all ages from toddlers to pensioners, all

skating abilities from novices to hockey players,
all skating speeds etc, are mixed up without any
segregation. An alien dropping down from
space and observing this would view it as haz-
ard creation on a grand scale and unaccept-
able. Yet it works. People are intelligent, adapt
very quickly to such environments, and avoid
accidents. Similarly, when Sweden changed
overnight from driving on the left to driving on
the right, so many traffic accidents were expect-
ed that additional medical teams were imported
from neighbouring countries, but traffic acci-
dents actually fell by one third and remained at
this reduced level for many months.  

Impediments to the improvement of market
towns include absence of political decisions
on what a particular town should be, absence

of communication between local government
tiers and departments whose interests all
impact on town development but between which
there are Chinese walls, and lots of money to
spend. The last may seem odd, but in times of
plenty any department with an idea that it likes
has the money to make it happen without per-
ceiving the need to consult with other interests
and take a holistic view. In times of austerity
careful thought is necessary for every expendi-
ture: it has to be right. Hope, then, for Hexham’s
new bus station and related developments?

Many beneficial measures are of low
cost. For example removing or deciding
not to maintain white lines in the middle

of roads and streets will reduce traffic speeds
without reducing the ability of those roads and
streets to handle volumes of traffic.

If a town is attractive more people will spend
more time and more money in it. It is essential
that before any development is undertaken all

its impacts are considered, not just the narrow
interests of developers, of single issue pressure
groups, of individual local government depart-
ments etc. No development should be permitted
unless all its impacts have been assessed and
judged to be beneficial to the town. (This seems a
particular failure of NCC’s Countywide Parking
Strategy. Ed.)

Traffic management in
Hexham: A history of ideas

Mr. Hamilton-Baillie expressed the long-held
profound concerns about the ability of
Hexham to handle the growth in traffic vol-

umes while being at the same time a pleasant and
attractive environment for pedestrians, the people
who walk (perhaps from their cars) into Hexham’s
businesses, shops, tourist attractions and enter-
tainments. A review of Hexham’s history in this
context is interesting.

1972 - Fore Street closed to general traffic and
pedestrianised.

1979 - HCS exhibition and articles in the Hexham
Courant on "Hexham - its past, your future". The
background concern was that "in the years to
come the attractions of Hexham, which have been
so long in the making, are not lost". The exhibition
included the extensive pedestrianisation and
floorscape proposals in Durham's town centre at
that time as an illustration of positive action for
Hexham.
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Reduction in Casualties on Kensington High Street from
1999-2004 compared with London and the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea.

Ben Hamilton-Baillie concept for returning space to the
pedestrian in Priestpopple



HCS produced a report on "Comprehensive Traffic
Management in Hexham Town Centre" informed
by returns to a questionnaire published in the
Courant on the town centre's future.

The report noted that "the centre simply does not
operate in a reasonable fashion with the present
dominance of vehicles" and that "more people will
almost certainly be attracted to shop in and visit
Hexham and to invest in Hexham's centre if its
environment is improved". The key point was made
that "traffic management should be cheap in its
early experimental stages" with "minimal street
works" and that an experimental scheme "can be
refined until a generally acceptable solution is
reached". The report referred to the traffic manage-
ment proposals in Tynedale Council's draft
Hexham Town Centre Plan which included an
option for removing the then 38 parking spaces
from the Market Place. HCS supported this loss of
"only 1.6% of the 2,403 public and private parking
spaces in the Town". The report also suggested an
initial scheme requiring minimal traffic enforcement
which stopped the Market Place being a through
route. The top end of Market Street (beyond the St
Wilfrid's Gate turning) linked to Back Row and then
down Hallstile Bank would form a one-way (east)
servicing route which could be physically separat-
ed from the Market Place. Beaumont Street would
provide two way access to the Market Place and
through to the rear of Robbs. Parking would be
retained on either side of Beaumont Street but
removed from the Market Place.

The report concluded, "given the problems of doing
nothing and the gains of action, surely a start must
soon be made to implement a traffic management
scheme for Hexham town centre". 

The Courant of 14 September reported on a

Hexham Town Council meeting where
Councillor Hutchinson made it clear that HCS's
report "had struck fear into the Market Place
tradespeople".
Nevertheless, "sympathetic reference to the
report
was made by several councillors".

"Councillor Don Jowett hinted that eventually he
would like to see all (general) traffic banned
from the Market Place". The Council decided to
look again at the situation.

1982 - Public Inquiry into HCS's objections to
the Hexham Town Centre Plan. Those objec-
tions sought changes including closing the
Market Place to through traffic and removing
parking there. They were supported by Don
Jowett of Hexham Town Council.

The Courant of 23 July reported the outcome of
the Public Inquiry with the opening line "Strong
backing for Hexham Civic Society has come
from the Government inspector". The inspector
said that the existing pattern of roads around
the Market Place, in relation to the outer road
framework, presents a situation fraught with
potential difficulties.

"In my opinion, the prime consideration in this
outstanding conservation area should be to
enhance, not merely conserve, the character
and visual quality of the town centre. Historically
a Market Place is an area for the concourse of
people and its use as a route for through traffic
is incompatible with this function. By common
agreement the existing situation can only get
worse".

The inspector, therefore, recommended that the
plan be modified including for the Market Place
"a specific proposal for a traffic management
scheme aimed at excluding or reducing the vol-
ume of through traffic even if only on an experi-
mental basis in the first instance". The Inspector
also recommended that "in the interests of
enhancing the character of the conservation
area, all parking spaces be removed from the
Market Place".

However, Tynedale and Northumberland
Councils did not choose to implement the
Inspector's recommendations with any vigour!

1986 - Landscape architects Glen Kemp pro-
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access and through traffic are retained but space is shared
more fairly...



duce a draft paving and landscaping scheme for
the Market Place that would enhance its
appearance, improve the pedestrian environ-
ment and reduce or remove car parking. In the
final scheme, although pedestrian areas were
extended and repaved and landscape improve-
ments were implemented, the total car parking
was only reduced - 15 spaces adjacent to the
Shambles on the south side and 2 disabled
spaces on the north side.

2007 - Northumberland County Council,
Tynedale Council, Hexham Town Council,
Hexham Community Partnership, Hexham
Business Forum and other interested bodies
agreed proposals to implement trial measures. 

The objectives were to:

• Improve the Market Place environment for res-
idents, businesses and visitors 
• Remove as much through-traffic as possible
and generally reduce traffic speed in the area
which will significantly enhance the Market
Place area and allow the creation of pedestrian
friendly attractive public space.

Nobody disagreed with the objectives but in
2008 NCC abandoned the scheme based prin-
cipally on spurious petitions and surveys from
traders objecting to removal of parking from the
Market Place.

Also, two fundamentals appear to have been
ignored by NCC at this time. The first is the his-
toric conservation requirement for parking
removal as set out by the Government inspector
in 1982. The conservation principles behind the
inspector's position still remain in current plan-
ning guidance and law. The second is the fact
that in 1986 the number of spaces in the Market
Place was reduced from 38 to 17 spaces ( a
loss of 21 spaces) without any apparent ill
effects. This appears to undermine the flawed
petitions even more. 

In addition there is now a £5 million proposal for
a visitor and education centre at Hexham
Abbey. The setting of the Abbey merits a
change for the better in the Market Place to
assist this important scheme. 

Only 17 spaces left to remove from the Market
Place. Time for action by those in a position to
change things for the better, and such changes

need not cost much. Initial works in this proposed
new no parking zone appear minimal. If there are
enforcement problems in keeping cars from park-
ing,a few bollards could protect pedestrian areas.
These would be removable to allow market and
other uses. Longer term enhancement works for
this very special space would be subject to full pub-
lic consultation.

RS

NEW BUS STATION

Our primary sources of information are the
notes of the meetings of the Hexham Bus
Station Project Group. From these we

deduce the following.

Relocation

The decision to relocate the bus station was
taken some time ago and NCC’s consultants
recommended over a year ago that it be to

Loosing Hill.

This is now the preferred option together with
changes to the Loosing Hill junction. It could go
ahead quickly, as it is in the ownership of the
County Council. Improvements to the junction
would be essential to ensure improved access to
the town and adequate turning provision for buses.
It could be considered in a longer term phased
scheme of public realm improvement, is a flexible
option and could enable other schemes. Some
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parking spaces would be lost in the Loosing Hill car
park, but on-street car parking could be provided
along Priestpopple. 

Bus manoeuvring would be taken out of the town
centre.

Although Loosing Hill is further away from the
town centre and the link between it and the
town centre is not considered to be very wel-

coming to pedestrians, it is closer to the hospital
and to the M&S store which would have greatly
improved access to the town centre through the
new development of the existing bus station site.
Concerns have been expressed about access for
the disabled across Loosing Hill, but these are not
new and were presumably taken into account in
the selection of Loosing Hill as the preferred loca-
tion for the bus station.

Go North East needs to be consulted on the pro-
posals, and there are some concerns over poten-
tial impact on local businesses from the relocation
of the bus station. However, there is a view that the
focal point of the town centre is moving eastwards
and there is a need to to regenerate and improve
Priestpopple and Loosing Hill to create a beneficial
economic impact. The physical fabric of the town
was most important. Go North East is keen to
retain bus parking on Priestpopple and Dysart con-
firmed that this is allowed for within their develop-
ment plans for the existing bus station site.

We are encouraged to believe that Ben Hamilton-
Baillie will have some influence on this project.
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Redevelopment of bus sta-
tion site

An extension to the exclusivity agreement
between Dysart and NCC has been
agreed to allow time to work up an

options agreement for the site, and a draft
agreement has been prepared by Dysart. The
agreement will be subject to approval via the
NCC’s democratic process through to Executive
decision. It is important to commence this
process as soon as possible. 

Dysart, like HCS, has expressed concern over
the rate of progress towards the bus station
relocation and the implications of further delays
for its development timetable. Once the formal
decision has been made to go ahead, design
work can commence on the new bus station and
in the meantime Dysart will proceed with the
planning application.

Once the decision on the bus station has been
approved Dysart will appoint consultants to pre-
pare the highways and transport section of the
planning application. 

Public consultation would be required in
advance of submitting the application and
should be undertaken as a combined exercise
for the bus station, highway alterations and
commercial development. A full set of plans,
including highways and bus routes would be
necessary. Phasing will be critical as a new
facility for buses will be required before the
existing bus station is closed.

If it is necessary to use compulsory purchase
powers to progress the development, this could
cause delays. It will be necessary to obtain
authority to implement a CPO.

AGM

The AGM took place in Scott’s Café in the
Forum Cinema. It was well attended by
the usual band of stalwarts and followed

by refreshments. Last year’s officers and com-
mittee were re-elected.

A more complete report will be in the next
Newsletter.

Could a Hamilton-Baillie type solution at Loosing Hill help
bridge the disconnect between this site and Priestpopple?
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CONSERVATION,
REGENERATION AND
DEVELOPMENT
(Update on other matters)

The Ropery

The only drawings we have seen for rede-
velopment of the bus station site are
dated 2009 and do not indicate any plans

for the Grade II listed Ropery. We understand
that this building is not included in current plans
either. If this is true we believe it to be a big mis-
take and a missed opportunity.

The Ropery building cannot remain in its current
condition after redevelopment. We recognised
this problem in discussions with Tynedale
Council back in 1999 in the context of develop-
ment proposed then and expressed the view
that if the Ropery could not be integrated into a
suitable development then some form of foot-
print recognition would be necessary. There
may now be other options to explore.

Firstly, the development of the adjacent site
should be viewed as enabling development to
bring the building back into use. Also, before
demolition of a listed building is considered in
the absence of an alternative proposal whose
benefit outweighs the loss of the asset, it is a
requirement of the owners to have adequately
marketed the building at a realistic price, includ-
ing offering it at no cost to other potential users. 

Buildings can be worthy of listed status for sev-
eral reasons. They are currently assessed for
their significance in four areas: historic, commu-

nal, aesthetic and evidential. While the Ropery
scores poorly on aesthetic, it scores highly on evi-
dential and historic, being one of the few surviving
ropery buildings in the north of England. 

Its current owner had his architect look at alterna-
tive uses for the building, but without success.
Among the problems are the absence of any foun-
dations for the walls, the height difference across
it, and its narrow width. On the other hand work by
the urban design students suggested potential
uses. The building itself does not actually impede
any adjacent development, as it forms a useful
buffer between the existing parking at M&S and the
rear of residential properties – it is too narrow a
plot to develop if the existing building were
removed and its removal and non-development
would expose the unsightly rears of the properties
it currently shields from view.

The lack of action by the past and current owners
in bringing it forward for development has ensured
that it has remained an eyesore.

It is interesting to note that Tynedale Council’s
1995 Development Brief for the bus station site
stated for the Ropery; “It may be necessary to
demolish at least half of the detached two-storey
(non-listed) part of the property at the western end,
and to reroof the listed part …..selected parts of
the listed portion could be “opened up” in the man-
ner of The Shambles…….”

We expect that the costs of doing something about
the Ropery would be a very small part of the over-
all costs of the redevelopment, and that the back-
ground of such a vital development would provide
supporting arguments for whatever actions are
proposed.

We have written to NCC offering to work with them,
Dysart, English Heritage and other interested par-

‘Because the spinning of the fibres and the twisting of the yarns and strands (illustrated above) had to be done in a straight
line, the length of the rope was set by the length of the workshop’ - www.lowtechmagazine.com



ties to find a solution to the problem of the Ropery.
It is a matter on which we are flexible and which
has concerned us for many years despite our hav-
ing been one of the drivers for its
listing in 1991.

Access to the north (east-
bound) side of Hexham rail-
way station.

The Department for Transport (DfT) recently
announced a programme that provides
Government funding for level access

improvements at rail stations to the value of
£250,000 to £1,000,000. The closing date for bids
was May 27th 2011. The funding is for schemes
which are beyond franchise commitments or com-
mitted Network Rail projects and should be at an
advanced stage of planning.

NCC already had a project, developed in associa-
tion with Network Rail and ready to submit, to pro-
vide level access to the eastbound platform at
Hexham railway station. The scheme is costed in
the region of £450,000 and includes the following:

• Construction of a 25 place car park (including 2
disabled parking bays) adjacent to the eastbound
platform at Hexham station 

• A DDA ramped access and steps linking the car
park to the platform

• An access road linking the car park to the A695
road via the Tyne Mills Industrial Estate

• Appropriate lighting and signage In addition to the
scheme providing improved level access to
Hexham station, it would also provide a direct inde-
pendent link to the eastbound platform for the first
time.

HCS wrote in support of the scheme. We see it as
the first steps in improving facilities and access at
the station. Other desirable items not included are
an easy route for the disabled between the north
and south sides, and improvements to pedestrian
routes between Station Road and the station
including removal of the unsightly railings that
obstruct the obvious route. NCC expects a
response this autumn.

Poundstretcher’s neglected
and shabby frontage

We have been chasing Poundstretcher
since February 2010 to attend to the
increasingly shabby condition of their

store’s frontage. We are pleased to say that we
now have a letter dated 18 July stating that “The
decoration works are presently out to tender
with a view to placing an order in the next 2/3
weeks.”

Excessive signage in the
Conservation Area

Following our second letter to NCC they
have, as we requested, removed the sign
from the decorative floral standard outside

Nicholson Portnell’s listed building and placed it
on an adjacent lamp standard, and have
removed a sign post just 1 metre away from a
lamp post that now carries the sign.

Despite NCC stating that “…it is not possible to
erect signs on [protected listed buildings]” a sign
has been placed and remains on the Moothall.
We believe it is possible to place a sign on a
listed building, subject to the necessary proce-
dures, suggesting that NCC’s statement was
illinformed.

Add to the above the placing, removal and
replacement of the “residents Only” signs in
Beaumont Street and the placement and
removal of other poles and signs, it is clear that
the management of signs in Hexham has been
inept and costly. Signage is still excessive and
there is more to be done.

We should thank Hexham Town Council and
County Councillors Robson and Kennedy for
following our lead and contacting NCC on this
matter.

Old Gaol, Moothall and
Woodhorn Trust

The Old Gaol and the Moothall, essential
features of Hexham’s Historic Core and its
tourist appeal, were run by Tynedale
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Prospect House

We reported in the spring edition that
Hexham Community partnership was
seeking to use this former council

building as a youth hostel and performing arts
centre under some sort of lease, agreement
with NCC. NCC’s reaction seems favourable at
present and they would seek to be able to use
the council chamber for NCC, Town Council and
other public meetings.

Post Office in Robbs
Changes are taking place to relocate the Post
Office within Robbs, potentially relocating the
post office counter towards the food hall.

PLANNING
Planning applications

Below is a list of applications that may be
of interest because they are for listed
buildings, or affect the town centre, or

may have a general interest. It is believed to be
correct on 9 August but NCC has made
changes to the way applications can be
searched for on their website with the result that
the editor is not confident that he has found
them all.

Permission granted

Land opposite Hexham General Hospital,
Corbridge Road (20101011) Retrospective:
change of use from private car park to public
pay-per-use car park.

45 Fore Street (20110010) - Change of use of
second floor former office space for use as
restoration and repair of stringed instruments
and first floor former office space to be used by
writer and artist for production work. (This is
above Hare’s.)

10 Market Place (20110021) - Change of use of
first floor from clinic to art studio and gallery.

4 Temperley Place (listed building,
11/00443/LBC) - Change colour of all external
paintwork (to Farrow & Ball French Grey)

Council. Under NCC, to whom they now belong,
they are operated by The Woodhorn Trust under
a lease agreement with NCC. 

The Old Gaol is the subject of a 25 year lease
for  the purposes of a museum. The Trust will
pay an annual peppercorn rent and will be
responsible for the internal repairing of the prop-
erty, the statutory testing and all outgoings. The
lease includes a mutual break clause at six
months notice on the other party to terminate
the lease on either 1 April or  1 October in each
year. 

The Moot Hall is on similar terms with the
exception that it is to be used a community facil-
ity. It is being so used for Moot Music, a series
of classical music recitals.

Hexham River Hydro

Hexham River Hydro is a joint initiative by
Hexham Community Partnership and
Transition Tynedale aimed at developing

a community hydro power generation plant. The
objective is not just to generate renewable
power but to use the generation facility as an
education and awareness-raising tool for resi-
dents and visitors alike and to use the income to
secure long term funding for community activi-
ties in Hexham and its environs.

The feasibility study by Inter Hydro Technology
Ltd, presented in July, concludes that, despite
difficulties with both options it looked at, there is
potential for a viable hydropower generation
scheme at Hexham Bridge, Both concepts
would use a 100kw Archimedes screw turbine
that would generate c.700Mwh in an average
year.

The costs in very round numbers are about £1
million whichever scheme is selected but there
is some optimism that funding will be found. 

It will be interesting to follow further assess-
ments including the impact on the structure of
the listed bridge and relationship with plans to
improve the fish passage.

You may find more information on Transition
Tynedale’s website: 
www.transitiontynedale.org

11



12

9 Market Street, Silver Palace Chop Suey
House (listed building, 11/00885/LBC) -
Repairs to street frontage including stonework,
joinery, windows, doors and signage (The archi-
tect is Kevin Doonan and the proposed work will
enhance the appearance of the building and
contribute to the attractiveness of Market Street,
the street of “passionate” local businesses.)

24 Market Street (Mo Hair Studio, listed
building, 11/01065/LBC) - To fit new
flue/snorkel to the rear, fit new radiators
Pending consideration

9, 9a, 9b Priestpopple (20101046) -
Conversion of upper floors to provide 3 residen-
tial flats, refurbishment of existing retail unit with
new shop front, change of use from store asso-
ciated with adjoining retail use to café, demoli-
tion of two storey rear extension and replace
with the construction of a single storey rear
extension.(T.E.Liddell greengrocers now occu-
py No.9.)

2 Priestpopple, Lloyds TSB (listed building,
11/00282/LBC) - Internal layout. New internal
finishes including repainting and flooring and
tanking to basement walls, new partition wall to
divide first floor room, and solar film to external
glazing.

Maidens Walk adjacent to Marks & Spencer
(11/01058/FUL) - New planning permission to
replace an extant planning permission in order
to extend the time limit for implementation of
20080716 Construction of 2 nonfood retail units
including mezzanine floor.

RETAIL

While walking round the town centre
monitoring retail premises, the high
quality of most of the shopfronts is

striking. It seems that all the local independent
businesses and many of the national chains are
proud of themselves and their environment and
wish to put something into it. 

On the other hand some of the national
chains are interested only in what they
can take out of the town and bring

shame on themselves. They are easily identi-
fied.

The government has initiated an independ-
ent review to be presented this autumn
into ways of promoting more prosperous

and diverse high streets. The review will exam-
ine ways that the government, local authorities
and businesses can boost the contribution
made by shops to the local economy. Ministers
hope the review, led by TV retail guru and mar-
keting consultant Mary Portas, will help remove
barriers to stronger, more sustainable and bal-
anced growth across the country.

"The High Street should be at the very heart of
every community," said Prime Minister David
Cameron. "It is vital that we do all that we can to
ensure they thrive.

All jolly good stuff, but what will it produce that
can benefit Hexham?

Action for Market Towns’ Chief Executive Chris
Wade said. "One good shop cannot save a high
street, but a handful working together can."
Stick at it, Market Street, you’re doing a great
job! The Silver Palace Chop Suey House is to
restore its frontage, and a new ladies’ hair
salon, Mo, has moved into no.24.

Below is the situation on 16 August with new
shops etc. and vacant premises 

New shop openings
Market Street
No. 4 Twenty First Century Herbs
No. 4a House of Hogarth, ladies’ hats, scarves
etc
No.24 Mo, a ladies’ hairdressing salon

Wardhaugh’s newly refurbished frontage - a welcome
example of a well-cared for shopfront and a credit to the
town.
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Priestpopple
Frank’s floor coverings shop in the former
MDB Motor Supply premises.

Battle Hill
Grants of Hexham, artisan bakery

The Courtyard 
Bates & Westlake, handmade leather goods
in the courtyard 2go, (part of the café on the
Chare)

Wentworth Car Park
The Wentworth Café - (A long-vacant and
dilapidated building on the primary pedestrian
entrance to Hexham. We welcome its refurbish-
ment and return to use.)

Vacant premises

Beaumont Street - Hexham Conservative and
Unionist Club, formerly Tyghtspot
Taylors Fish shop

Battle Hill - No.4, formerly Parker Stag agents.

Cattle Market - No.2, formerly Nationwide.

Market Place - No.30, formerly Edge

Priestpopple -Heron Foods; No.25, formerly
Tyghtspot before its relocation to Beaumont Street)

Hallstile Bank - No.17, formerly Hallstile Antiques.

Hencotes - No.8, formerly Hencotes Books and
Prints.

Hexham Civic Society is an amenity Society
founded in 1967, the year of the Civic
Amenities Act, and registered with the Civic
Trust. 

The overall policy of the Society is to maintain
the outstanding quality of Hexham, promote its
interests as a commercial, social and residen-
tial community and find a balance between
conservation and development.

Hexham is a living and working town which
cannot remain static. It has many Listed
Buildings in a large Conservation Area. The
Society tries to ensure that the essential char-
acter of historic Hexham is preserved for future
generations.

Programme of Talks
We arrange talks on topical subjects but have
none currently identified. Such talks are adver-
tised in the Newsletter, the Hexham Courant
and by email to those members who have that
facility 

If you would like to join the Society or partici-
pate in any of its activities, please contact us
and/or complete the adjacent form.

Rosina Brown Bridal - Market Street Mo Hairdressers - new on Market Street

Grant’s in Hexham - Artisan Bakery - Priestpopple
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HCS Email address:
hcs@hexhamcivicsociety.co.uk

Website:
http://hexhamcivicsociety.wordpress.com
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1st Prize - Peter Jewitt

2nd Prize - Derek Kennedy

In our last newsletter we launched a photo competition on the theme of ‘What Hexham means to
me’ - this was our contribution to National Civic Week (25th June - 2nd July), a national event
conceived and promoted by Civic Voice - the national charity for the civic movement in England.
At our AGM members voted on submitted photos and we are pleased to announce that our win-
ners are Peter Jewitt (winning a bag of sports kit and vouchers for bowling and swimming from
North Country Leisure, operators of the Wentworth Leisure Centre) and Derek Kennedy (winning
a voucher from Cogito Books). 

Many thanks to all entrants and to North Country Leisure and Cogito Books for kindly donating
our prizes.

Photo CompetitionPhoto Competition


