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New Members Invited!!

Special half-price 
Subscription offer.

Hexham Civic Society is seeking to
increase its membership and hence its
influence on the future of Hexham.

Please help us by contacting as many of your
friends and neighbours as you can - perhaps by
passing on this Newsletter and/or the recruiting
leaflet enclosed with it.

Following the practice of many subscription
and service organisations we are offering
an incentive to new members. That incen-

tive is 6 months free membership to new mem-
bers who subscribe by Standing Order.
Application and Standing Order forms are at the
back of this Newsletter.

Colin Dallison
Membership Secretary

AGM and new officers

The 2012 AGM took place 6 June in the
Queen's Hall immediately prior to the
talk "An Evening With John Grundy”.

After 8 years as Secretary and 3 as
Chairman, Tim Tatman chose not to stand
for either of these positions and Ted Liddle,
for many years a committee member, also
declined to stand due to the pressure of his
other activities but promises to continue to
contribute his specialist expertise when
required. See full report on page 11. 

Your officers are now:

Chairman Roger Higgins
Vice Chairman Tim Tatman
Secretary Paul Wharrier
Treasurer Wendy Breach

Your committee is: Pat Caris
Tim Elliott
Karen Liddle
Richard Simons

Chairman Roger Higgins
4 Burn Lane
Hexham, NE46 3HN
Tel: 07717 337416

Vice-Chairman Tim Tatman
23 Hencotes
Hexham, NE46 2EQ
Tel: 01434 609265

Secretary Paul Wharrier
27 Hackwood park
Hexham, NE46 1AX 
Tel: 01434 600837

Treasurer Wendy Breach
Bridge House
Hexham, NE46 3DE
Tel: 01434 609973

Committee Members Pat Caris ; Tim Elliott
Karen Liddle; Richard
Simons

Membership Secretary Colin Dallison
1 St. Acca’s Court
Hexham, NE46 3SH
Tel: 01434 602252
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The Chairman’s view

Firstly, might I say how pleased I am to be the
incoming Chair of the Hexham Civic Society.
I've acted as Vice Chair since 2008, having

moved to Hexham in 2006. With a background as
an urban design practitioner and presently
employed as 'heritage officer' in a neighbouring
Local Authority, I feel that I have helped to comple-
ment the existing wide ranging skills of the HCS
Committee and its wider membership. 

As the new Chair I hope to build on our outgo-
ing Chair, Tim Tatman's, work, and with the
support of the Committee and membership,

help to fight Hexham's corner. Our 6th June HCS
AGM heard a full report from Tim which is repro-
duced here on pages 11-13. Tim is very much still
with us as the new Vice Chair, and continues to
provide an invaluable service to Hexham in his
ongoing interest in the town's economic strength
and environmental quality.  His contribution is
much appreciated.

Our town has a unique and special quality
which comes from its landscape setting, its
historic buildings and its backbone of

Northumbrian townscape. None of these attributes
is robust enough to survive without champions
though, and HCS is here to lobby for sensitive eco-
nomic development, local distinctiveness, high
quality design and the enhancement of those ele-
ments of Hexham which make it special. 

Several tests for HCS are likely in the coming
months. The first of these is the imminent
application for the redevelopment of the

Hexham Station Goods Yard and associated build-
ings. While it is likely that many will be concerned
at the risk to our independent retailers from edge of
town 'big box' development, the proposal does
offer the opportunity to breathe new life into the
Station buildings, long neglected by Network Rail.
These include the Grade II listed water tower and
the adjacent goods sheds, which may potentially
house the Theatre Sans Frontier group. 

The site lies within the Hexham Conservation
Area and any development must be drawn
up with this in mind, plus the presence of the

listed buildings on the site. 

Good design and 'place-making' have been
express aims of national planning policy for
two decades now, and this proposal will be

a test of NCC's attitude to design. Will they pro-
duce a solution to the site that creates a positive
contribution to the Hexham townscape or will
we see a generic, 'anywhere' scheme to be
regretted at leisure?

HCS will lobby for the protection of the his-
toric environment, and for good design in
general, not because of some fetishisa-

tion of the past, but because timeless design
underpins the quality of life in Hexham, and
makes it an attractive place in which to live,
work or visit.  The quality of the area is easily
dented, either through poor planning proposals
or through the incremental activities of agencies
such as NCC highways - Since 2007 (publica-
tion of Manual for Streets 1) Highway Authorities
have been directed to give full consideration to
'place making' in every proposal of whatever
scale.  It is not yet clear that this is at the fore-
front of minds when schemes are conceived or
delivered. Highway clutter, a poor pedestrian
environment and a lack of attention to non car
modes of movement will be focal points for our
activity.

We will continue to lobby regarding sen-
sible improvement of the bus station,
for the best use of former Tynedale DC

assets that are presently being disposed of, for
the protection not just of the historic centre but
of the residential backbone of the town, and to
work with NCC to bring material improvements
to Hexham. 

Working with other groups, such as
Hexham Town Council and NCC will
be key to safeguarding quality and

helping to direct meaningful change. We hope
that our members will continue to support us.

As a final word, as a Committee, we want
our activities to be steered by the needs
of our members. Please feel free to let us

know what priorities you wish us to pursue, and
feel welcome to join us at our monthly meetings,
or by contacting us directly on any issue of con-
cern.  Best wishes,

Roger Higgins



Planning the future of
Hexham

All of us can participate in two current
consultation processes the purposes
of which are to set the rules for the

future of Hexham. One process will lead to
production of the Northumberland
Development Plan, new policies that will
guide developments and planning decisions
through to 2030. An initial part of the
process is the current consultation on the
Core Strategy Issues and Options. This
consultation runs until 15 August. HCS com-
mittee will consider what response it should
make and we welcome your views to help
us determine that response. In addition you
can respond directly to NCC. 

You can view the documents and com-
ment online at www.northumber-
land.gov.uk/corestrategy or you can

contact NCC on 01670 623629 or at
PlanningStrategy@northumberland.gov.uk.

Another process is the development of
a Hexham Town Plan, an initiative by
the Town Council. This is not just

another opinion survey, a snapshot of what
people think is wrong (or right) with
Hexham. It is seeking to build a consensus
of what people want the town to be in 5 and
more years  and how it should get there. We
urge you to participate in this process.

All this is against the background of the
new National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). Before its publi-

cation, fears were expressed that its terms
and content were so loose that it would
result in uncontrolled and inappropriate
developments. Now that it has been pub-
lished, organisations including the Institute
of Historic Building Conservation seem
more comfortable with it. The IHBC greeted
it with some relief, highlighting both the sub-
stantial improvements from the first draft
and welcoming the potential the NPPF
offers for people to lobby for improved
capacity in local authority conservation
services.

The IHBC compliments the government
on its responses to wider concerns, not
least for the inclusion of the protection of

the historic environment within the core plan-
ning principles for sustainable development .

IHBC goes on to say that the NPPF offers a
huge opportunity for local people to press
for proper levels of conservation services in

their local authorities. For too long these have
been undervalued, sidelined or misunder-
stood. The emphasis on local outcomes,
inspired by local needs and energies, should
ensure that people can register with their local
authority the substantial benefits that come
with the right level of conservation service
there, starting with a conservation officer.

There is clearly an opportunity, a necessi-
ty even, for local opinion to be expressed
and influence decisions: more reasons

for participation the above processes.
TT

Hexham Railway Station
Development

This proposed development was the sub-
ject of a display and presentation at the
Wentworth Leisure Centre on 5 July and

the comments below are based on  conversa-
tions with persons present at the display. At the
time of drafting this Newsletter (7th August) no
planning application had been submitted to
NCC.

“We would invite our members to view
the application and to let us know how
you feel about the proposal, so that we
can reflect this in our response” 

Your committee has yet to discuss it in
detail and there are divergent views. We
will wait for the planning application

before agreeing a consensus HCS view and in
the meantime the following personal observa-
tions have been passed to the developer by
your Chairman, Roger Higgins.
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“Dear Sir/Madam,

I attended your exhibition relating to the rede-
velopment of Hexham Station Goods Yard last
Thursday.  It's an interesting scheme and one
which the Hexham public will no doubt be most
excited by.

While I note that there are concerns among my
friends and colleagues in Hexham regarding
the potential impact of new stores on existing
town centre retailers, it is undeniable that your
proposal offers an opportunity to inject some
investment into the station area and associat-
ed buildings. 

Leaving aside the above issue, I've a few
observations which I would like to share with
you in advance of your submission of a full
planning application. These are:

1) The proposed new buildings: The site is
within Hexham conservation area and con-
tains a number of listed buildings. As such, it is
important that any new development con-
tributes to the quality of the built environment
and helps to establish a 'sense of place'. This
will also help to make the scheme a success,
integrating it in design terms with the fine lega-
cy of buildings in this part of Hexham. 

At present, I am unconvinced that the new
'sheds' achieve this. They appear very generic
and it is not clear how their design draws from
the existing design palette of Hexham, nor how
they contribute to its quality.

Station Yard Site - existing

There seems to be a missed opportunity to
draw from the materials palette of the area
e.g. slate, sandstone or russet brick, or to
use nearby precedent to inform the design.
e.g. as a large building I would suggest that
the goods sheds of the station offer some
design inspiration with their saw-toothed
industrial aesthetic.

Is there also a missed opportunity to make
an explicit commitment to sustainability e.g.
through the use of roof mounted solar pan-
els as part of a more dynamic redesign of
the sheds?

2) Landscaping and public realm: I was
advised by a female colleague of yours at
the exhibition that this was still a 'work in
progress'. As drawn, the scheme is bereft of
landscaping. I would suggest that a strong
landscaping framework, e.g. columnar trees
fronting and within the car park site would
help the integration of the scheme into the
surrounding environment.

There is also a missed opportunity to
include 'off-site' improvements within the
scheme e.g. the existing pedestrian egress
from the footpath at Hall Orchard is poor, as
is the pedestrian crossing to the Station
(which runs into some very poorly aligned
pedestrian guardrails). This is directly abut-
ting the boundaries of the site and any rede-
velopment of the site should perhaps look to
enhance pedestrian access from these
points.

4
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3) Loss of Stables building: While the
refurbishment of the Prosser Goods shed
and other listed station buildings is most
welcome, your colleague advised me that
the scheme proposed the demolition of the
unlisted brick-built former stables (latterly
Hexham Pet Supplies), located adjacent to
the single house at the south of your site. 

Although unlisted, this building makes a
strong contribution to the area and I would
suggest that its loss, in favour of a handfull
more parking spaces, would be regrettable.
The topography on which the stables lies is
interesting, as it sits on a goods platform
with a 10m ramp running in front, and the
expanse of proposed parking below. 

Would it not be possible to retain the build-
ing and to use the existing platform/ramp as
part of the new circulation route on the site?

I am pleased that the opportunity (albeit
briefly) was present to view the proposals in
advance of a full application. I'd welcome
your opinion on the points I've raised, which
I feel that if acted upon, could help result in
a better scheme.

Yours, RH”

Hexham Civic Society awaits with interest
any amendments to the draft scheme
that may result from the pre-application

exhibition. We will be commenting in full when a
planning application is submitted to NCC. We
would invite our members to view the applica-
tion and to let us know how you feel about the
proposal, so that we can reflect this in our
response. Contact details are on page one of
this newsletter.

Retail

Shopping pick-up points

Hexham's town centre needs to increase
footfall to support its retail and other
businesses. This includes making it

easier to shop here, not just making it more
attractive and friendly. It was recently reported
that Zwolle in Holland had added a downtown
service to make it more hospitable and easier
for downtown visitors. 

They don't have to drag full shopping
bags around anymore, but can enjoy
unencumbered what the Zwolle town

centre has to offer. After a visit to the shopping
areas, the purchases will be taken to the park-
ing garage by participating shops. Those who
have not parked their car there can also make
use of the service by driving to the parking
garage to collect the purchases, after which
he/she has 10 minutes to depart the garage
free of charge. Such a scheme might be partic-
ularly attractive to Hexham's town centre
shoppers for whom the nearest NCC car parks
with more than 2 hours parking are now
Loosing Hill and Wentworth.

It is now possible to arrange for online pur-
chases to be made available for pick-up
locally, e.g. John Lewis purchases can be

collected at Waitrose in Wentworth car park,
providing another reason to visit Hexham.

TT
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Bin 21 - hoping for fair weather.Unlisted stable building earmarked for demolition. 



New shops and businesses

The following businesses have opened since
the last Newsletter. We offer them all a wel-
come, urge you to support them, and hope
they will thrive.

Market Place:
Fake Monkey
Bin21 - with al fresco facility
Woolaballoo

Beaumont Street:
Deli at Number 4

Battle Hill:
Compassion - Kadampa Buddhist centre

Vacant premises

Difficult times for Hexham 
businesses

Have the nationally difficult business
conditions and edge of town super-
markets finally caught up with

Hexham's town centre? Recent closures of
Peters bakery (Fore Street) and Robinson &
Cowell (Priestpopple) together with the
anticipated closures of Milletts (Fore Steet),
Lemon and Lime(Battle Hill),and a planning
application to turn Northumbria Cumbria
estate agents (Fore Street) into a café all
suggest they have. Zealous parking war-
dens have added to the existing burdens.
The timing and nature of their actions could
not have been worse. While it is debatable
whether the proposed Station Yard develop-
ment will damage town centre businesses, it
seems unlikely that it could bring any bene-
fit. The thought that two of the businesses,
Peters and Milletts, are not local and that

6

Monkey business - New on the Market Place. Delicatessen on Beaumont Street

Market Street - a refurbished New Silver Palace.Compassion - Kadampa Buddhist centre



Hexham is suffering from problems else-
where is, we believe, spurious. Business
difficulties in Hexham are now manifesting
themselves as closures.

We hope that Hexham's resilience
will, as it has in the past, result in
new businesses moving quickly

into vacated premises. But the message is
now critical and clear: if local businesses
are not supported, they will go.

TT

Vacant: 

4 Market Street, formerly twenty first centu-
ry herbs who have moved next door to no.
4A

6 Beaumont Street, adjacent to the
Conservative and Unionist Club and former-
ly Tyghtspot

9 The Courtyard, formerly Stanegate Flyers
kites and model aircraft. (Soon to be Abbey
Landscapes)

Peters, Fore Street

Robinson & Cowell, Priestpopple

Planning applications

Before we list planning applications we
highlight some to which we have
expressed strong objections.

Sele floodlights

Do not be misled by the word
"lanterns" in the title of the applica-
tion. The Design and Access

Statement in the application describes them
accurately as "two floodlights". HCS and
several individuals objected strongly on the
grounds that: a) there is no definition of the
problems these floodlights are meant to

alleviate; b) there is no statement of how flood-
lights would alleviate the alleged problem or
how they would be used; and c) the structure
and the lighting would be visually hideous and
totally out of keeping with their location. 

“It was disappointing that no other NCC
committee member showed any real interest
and the application was approved”

Three members attended the hearing at
County Hall 7th August and Wendy
Breach gave a statement (as featured in

the Hexham Courant 10/08/12). This applica-
tion did not come up until 9.35 p.m, after a long
debates about open cast mining and wind
farms. It was therefore unlikely to debated seri-
ously and was not. One councillor had clearly
noted the nature of our objections and content
of the case officer's report and suggested
deferral. It was disappointing that no other
committee member showed any real interest
and the application was approved.  

As procedural requirements regarding
consultation appear not to have been
carried out by NCC, the HCS is consid-

ering lodging an external appeal over this deci-
sion. 

Fore Street: new shopfront signage

The "Scope purple" colour is garish by
itself but placed in Hexham's historic
core and adjacent to the colours of the

Boots and Iceland stores creates a hideous
colour combination.

When there is a business case for retail
or other business to be in Hexham,
that case is in no way diminished by

having a shopfront that is in keeping with its
location yet NCC seems unwilling to persuade
national chains to have shopfronts in keeping
with their location and that to do so would
enhance not only that location but also the
chain's image. McDonalds is perhaps the most
obvious example of a chain that has made
such changes.
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It is noticeable that the most hideous shop
fronts in Hexham town centre all belong to
national chains and that none is a locally

owned shop. One such local shop, the New
Silver Palace Chinese take-away on Market
Street, is to be commended for its renovated
frontage and signage. All Market Street traders
seem to be rightly proud of their historic street
and energetic in maintaining its appearance
and attracting trade - an example to others!

List of applications.

The following planning applications are
included either because the buildings
are listed or the applications are judged

to be of general interest. They are the result of
a search on the 14th August of NCC's website
for the status of applications either listed in or
submitted since the last Newsletter (13
March).

Applications withdrawn

Hexham East First School, (12/00487/CDD)
Installation of photovoltaic panels on roof.

Applications refused

West Orchard House, Allendale Road
(12/00355/FUL) Demolition of 35 metres of
stone retaining wall, former garage and class-
room blocks and construction of new footway,
boundary wall and widened vehicular access.
Change of use and conversion of former Red
Cross building to accounts office, associated
storage and construction of new office block.
(Also separate application for tree removal and
conservation area consent for demolition.)

Hexham Racecourse, Yarridge Road
(11/03400/RENE) - Erection of a wind turbine
for electricity generation. Candidate turbine is
an ACSA A29 on 31m tower and 29m rotor
diameter, application for a tip envelope of 51m.
Access track and hardstanding, site substation
and temporary site compound.
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Applications permitted

6 Battle Hill (rear of Fentimans). 
12/00326/FUL Proposed construction of
single story lean-to extension to the front
right hand side of the property within the
existing courtyard

Priestpopple, Fore Street and 7 other
locations throughout Hexham
(12/00630/MAST and others) Prior notifica-
tion for siting of one equipment cabinet.
(These cabinets are associated with the
provision of high speed broadband and are
750mm wide x 407 deep x 1308 high.)

Unfortunately your committee failed to
make a specific objection to the installation
of these cabinets. While recognising that
provision of the cabinets is a public good
associated with improved broadband
speeds, we are very concerned at the
insensitivity of some of the permitted loca-
tions. See picture above of a cabinet adja-
cent to the Grade II listed Almshouses gate,
Grade II listed almshouses and Grade II list-
ed buildings on Hallstile bank. 

We feel that NCC could have negotiated a
more appropriate solution in such sensitive
locations. 

LloydsTSB Bank, Priestpopple.
(12/01314/LBC) Listed building consent.
Removal of fixed screen counters and
replacement with new screenless counters
with additional secure walls and doors.

Now, how many listed buildings can we get this cabinet
to clash with? New DSML cabinet on Hallstile Bank.
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Old Smithy, 18 Eastgate (12/00571/LBC)
Listed building consent for installation of
mezzanine above second floor.

Barclays Bank, Priestpopple
(12/01021/ADE and 12/01036/LBC)
Advertisement consent for removal of exist-
ing signage and installation of new non-illu-
minated individual letter signage and 1No.
projecting hanging sign. Replacement of
existing ATM surround and branch name-
plate with new, and, Listed Building
Consent: Internal refresh works including
replacement of cosmetic finishes, installa-
tion of new suspended ceiling and lighting
to ground floor, and extension of existing
stud wall up to structural ceiling. External
works comprising replacement of signage
with new, replacement of CCTV camera
with new and remedial decoration works.

4 Orchard Place, (12/00526/LBC)
Listed building consent for conversion of
existing office buildings back into 3 residen-
tial flats.

8 Cockshaw (12/01236/LBC) -Listed build-
ing consent for construction of single storey
extension and external alterations

Old Smithy, 18 Eastgate (12/00571/LBC)
Listed building consent for installation of
mezzanine above second floor.

Hexham Middle School (12/00954/CCD)
Installation of photo voltaic panels on school
roof: "permitted development". (Related
application 12/00955/CCD, Listed Building
Consent for installation of solar photo volta-
ic panels on school roof, decision pending.)

22-24 Fore Street, currently Milletts
(12/00911/FUL)
Change of use from A1 to A3 - This is
change of use of Milletts to a coffee shop.
NCC admitted that this breaches planning
policy which requires ground level frontage
in the Primary Shopping Area to be not less
than 85% retail but allowed it on the basis
that there is a take-away/retail element.) 

17 Market Place "Fake Monkey"
(12/01216/FUL) Replace Acrylic fascia with
timber fascia and lead flashing, remove inter-
nal and external timber shelves and repaint
shopfront warm grey with cream lettering.

22 Market Street, John Gerrard
(12/00972/LBC)
Listed building consent for the repair and alter-
ation of front elevation.

The Courtyard, St. Mary's Chare
(12/00824/LBC)
Listed building consent for change of use of
two A1 units to one larger A2 unit, blocking up
of the internal link to no.15 St. Mary's Chare,
the alterations to the windows and door to unit
11, a new door to unit 12, internal partition to
unit 12. (The associated application,
12/00823/FUL, has been permitted.)

15 Fore Street, Scope shop (12/01219/ADE)
Advertisement consent for 1 no. non-illuminat-
ed aluminium fascia and 1 no. non-illuminated
timber projector. (HCS had objected to the
adverse impact of the colour scheme)

Sele Park (12/00117/FUL)
Installation of one 10m high lighting column
with two 400 watt lanterns. 

Applications pending consider-
ation

The Carnaby Buildings, Hexham Abbey
(12/01546/LBC)
Listed building consent for change of use and
alteration of existing Carnaby buildings to cre-
ate exhibition and interpretation facilities;
meeting and community spaces; cafe; admin-
istrative space and ancillary accommodation.
Construction of single storey cloister link build-
ing to south west of the Abbey Church.
(Associated application 12/01544/FUL)

Market Street, Gilesgate, and Market Place
(12/00565/ADE)
Advertisement consent for display of 13 flags
and flag poles on various properties



13 St.Mary's Chare, Barber Shop
(12/02035/FUL)
Demolition of small rear yard brick built wc and
construction of new insulated timber framed
wc which links to main building.

5 Battle Hill/29 St.Mary's Chare
(12/00255/FUL)
Listed buildings including NatWest Bank.
Change of use of part of ground floor (i.e.
excluding banking area) and entire first and
second floors from offices to 1 three-bed-
roomed and 4 two-bedroomed dwellings

5 Cattle Market (12/01525/ADE)
Removal of existing Northern Rock signs and
installation of new Virgin Money signs.

44a Priestpopple, (12/01644/FUL)
Proposed change of use of the existing first
floor offices into residential accommodation. 

4 Priestpopple, Barclays Bank
(12/01998/LBC)
Listed building consent: implication of Radon
gas remedial works. Pipework system impli-
cated in basement and ground floor levels. 5
drilled holes through existing walls to allow
ductwork to pass through building.

2 Temperley Place (12/01757/LBC)
Listed building consent for works to rebuild
existing chimney stack to west gable and pro-
vision of new timber fencing to west boundary
within rear garden are. Replace top and bot-
tom sashes to lounge window to incorporate
slim double glazed units.

Land East Of Sunningdale Nursing And
Residential Home, Dean Street,
(11/02101/FUL)
Variation of condition 2 attached to planning
permission 20080983 - Construction of 8
dwellings and 4 flats together with under-
ground car parking and associated landscap-
ing (amended layout and position of terrace).

St. Mary’s House - 1 St Mary's Wynd
12/02323/ADE - The existing building has a

total of 5 wooden paneled facia boards
above the shop windows. These will be fully
restored as they are currently in a state of
disrepair and one of which will be slightly
extended up into the curve of the stonework
to accommodate the new signage. 4 of the
fascias will be dark stained wood, with 2 of
those incorporating brushed silver lettering
and logo's which will be raised from the fas-
cia boards. The remaining fascia will be in a
black vinyl with white raised lettering and a
logo. 

The County Hotel, Priestpopple
12/02344/ADE - Advertisement consent for
4no. individual locator fixed timber letters
illuminated by floodlights, 2no double sided
timber projecting signs with hanging panels,
fixing gibbets and omni lights, 2no A3 sized
poster units, 6no. small lanterns and 11no
low energy floodlights

39 Fore Street
12/02261/COU Change of use from A2 use
on ground floor only (Estate Agency -
Northumbria-Cumbria) to A3 use on Ground
Floor only (Tea Room).
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in the fighting in France from 1915-1918"

While some of you are Hexham res-
idents for longer than the editor's
25 years and are more familiar

with historical features such as the Gate,
others would enjoy as the editor did a tour
of the town guided by a member of the
Hexham Guild of Guides. 

Your committee member Richard
Simons is a guide and would be
pleased to help arrange such a tour.

Please contact the new secretary, Paul
Wharrier.

RS

Car Parking in Hexham Town
Centre

Many will be pleased and relieved that
NCC's Planning and Environment
Committee approved an application to
retain 2 hr on-street parking on Beaumont
Street, Market Place, St. Mary's Wynd and
Priestpopple. 

Cllr Terry Robson addressed the committee
supporting the above but objecting to
removing long term parking from Gilesgate
car park, which would result in no long term
parking in the town centre, and to parking
charges on Tyne Green. His objections
were successful and decision on these
items was deferred.

TT

The Fusiliers' Gate

The following extract from "Hexham
and Its Abbey," (Hodges and Gibson,
1919) suggests the gate might have

been a most welcome sight for returning
soldiers and others - the entrance to a pub!
"Opposite the entrance to the Town Hall and
Corn Exchange has been erected during
this present year a fine stone archway
removed from the White Hart Inn in Fore
Street. It is a substantial and handsome
structure built in the reign of William and
Mary or about 1684.

The house to which the gateway was an
adjunct was built by a branch of the Ridley
family and occupies the site of one of the
most ancient inns in the town. It is typical of
the architecture of its period and contains a
massive staircase and several panelled
rooms.

The gateway has been presented to the
town by Mr. James T. Robb, j.p. and is
placed in its present position as a memorial
to the services rendered by the 4th Battalion
of the Northumberland Fusiliers, whose
headquarters are in Hexham, and took part

11

The Fusiliers’ Gate, Beaumont Street
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Chairman's report

Our valued Chair Tim Tatman stood
down from that particular role at our
AGM on the 6th June. His invaluable

contribution to the HCS was noted and we
very much welcome his continued role as
Vice Chair.  His report at the AGM was as
follows:

HCS activities since the 2011 AGM
have been against the difficult back-
ground of the new National Planning

Policy Framework, financial problems and
staff reductions at NCC, bus station uncer-
tainties etc. These activities include the fol-
lowing.

Poundstretchers, Fore Street

Our efforts since February 2010 to
have Poundstretcher attend to the
disgraceful neglect of their shopfront

were complemented more recently by those
of the Town Council but it took the County
Council to exert real pressure. We are all
pleased to see the repainting which appears
to have been carried out to a good stan-
dard.

Shared space schemes - Market
Place

Your committee is firmly of the opinion
that attracting more people to
Hexham's town centre is essential for

its continuing success as a destination for
businesses, shoppers and tourists. We
argue that the creation of "shared space"
schemes, particularly in the Market Place,
would enhance its visual attractiveness,
make it more pedestrian-friendly hence
encouraging people to linger longer, spend
money and thus add to the vitality and via-
bility of the town centre. 

The current dominance in the Market
Place and in the town centre general-
ly of moving and parked vehicles has

the opposite effect.

We will continue to campaign for a
"shared space" scheme in the
Market Place at least.  

Northumberland Parking Strategy

My major gripe with this strategy and
with the consultation that preceded
its adoption is that neither gave any

indication that NCC had even considered
what impact, good or bad, such a strategy
would have on the functioning of Hexham
(or anywhere else) for the benefit of its res-
idents, businesses and visitors. The fear of
many is that the absolutely strict, zero toler-
ance enforcement indicated in the strategy
and in statements by councillors will drive
shoppers and visitors to places they per-
ceive as more friendly. 

We were requested by NCC to
attend a meeting in January on
local parking issues and to seek

and report local views, which we did. A sub-
sequent article in the Courant was misun-
derstood by some who believed incorrectly
that the reported local views were those of
HCS and that HCS did not want any
enforcement. I wish to make clear that this
is absolutely wrong. HCS has never sug-
gested that there should be no enforce-
ment. On the contrary we have commented
publicly that selfish actions by the few have
shown enforcement to be necessary.

Bus station site

The withdrawal of Dysart from the
agreement with NCC seems to result
in there being no current plans to

develop the site or for relocation of the bus
station. It seems we are stuck with no
improvement to the disgracefully shabby
pedestrian link between M&S and the town
centre despite successive local govern-
ments in the past two decades stating they
wished it to be improved. 

This is a key site for the town and we will
watch carefully.
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Town Plan

HCS supports the Town Council's ini-
tiative to develop a Hexham Town
Plan as a community- led Plan and is

a member of the Town Plan Steering Group
and of the Built Environment Working
Group. Development of the Plan will help
Hexham residents and businesses consider
carefully and decide what they wish the
town to be in 5, 10 and more years ahead.
The Plan itself could be used as the step-
ping-off point for development of a
Neighbourhood Plan which would have
weight in influencing planning decisions.

NPPF

The draft National Planning Policy
Framework generated much adverse
comment but organisations including

the Royal Town Planning Institute and the
Institute of Historic Building Conservation
have the view that most comments and
objections have been addressed and the
published NPPF is acceptable. We are
relieved.

Hexham's historic buildings

The budget proposed the removal of
the exemption from VAT enjoyed by
some works on listed buildings. This

does not encourage diligent protection and
maintenance of the country's heritage and
contrasts with the continuing exemption on
new build. We wrote to our MP asking him
to oppose this removal. He replied stating
that he completely understands our con-
cerns, wants our views expressed at the
very top of government, and has written to
George Osborne asking that he take our
views into consideration and responds. We
look forward to that response. (Update - The
Chancellor rejected the arguments of
English Heritage, SPAB, and other her-
itage/built environment lobby groups, and
verified that VAT exemption is removed as
of 1st October 2012, save for a transitional
arrangement for approved schemes RH). 

Other organisations

In addition to our own initiatives we have
continued to work with Hexham Community
Partnership and Central Tynedale

Community Forum as members of their board
or steering committee. Following withdrawal of
funding and support by NCC, it has been
decided that the latter will become part of HCP
but with its own agenda.

Retail activity in the town centre

If the measure of the viability and vitality of a
town's retail sector is the number of vacant
retail premises then Hexham is doing well,

but we will continue to monitor and report on
this sector.

Membership

The government's policy of localism and
the reduction in local government budg-
ets suggest that there is a growing role

for voluntary bodies such as HCS. If we are to
fulfil that role we need to increase our mem-
bership, particularly our active membership.
We need to recruit more members in order to
demonstrate that we represent the views of a
significant section of the population and hence
influence local developments etc. Hence our
recent recruitment drive that has increased our
membership by about 30. I appeal to members
to assist us in this.

The committee is the servant of the mem-
bership and we need you to comment on
what we do and suggest what we should

do. Please come forward with suggestions of
initiatives for the HCS to pursue, issues to
tackle etc. All members have an open invita-
tion to attend committee meetings.

Iam pleased to have been Chairman of
expert and active committees and I thank
them on your behalf for all they have

achieved on your behalf. To them I must add
Colin Dallison who has served the Society for
over 20 years as a member and a committee
member and who continues as our
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Membership Secretary, a vital and time-con-
suming role that he performs with energy and
diligence.

Iam confident that HCS will continue to be a
respected, expert and active society and
play its part in representing local views and

exercising some influence on the development
of Hexham.

TT

Treasurer's report

At the beginning of the 2011 year, we had
a healthy balance of over £4,000 - split
between our current account and our

savings account. Our income for the year
included £1595.00 in memberships and a fur-
ther £318.65 from Gift Aid reimbursements. In
2010 our income had been £1629.00 from
memberships and £302.21 from Gift Aid - so
pretty comparable. In 2009 our income was
£1474.00.

Although our membership increased at
the end of 2011 - due to an effective
membership drive - these increased

numbers will not be seen as increased income
until the latter half of 2012 - since we offered 6
months free membership - and direct debits
from new members will come into our account
from July 2012.

Our expenditure in 2011 came to
£1057.87. This included expenses for
a very successful talk by Ben

Hamilton-Baillie, two newsletters - printing and
postage, some AGM and stationery expenses.
The reason that the insurance shows as
£116.00 - this represents insurance for 2011
(cheque for £58.00 cashed in January 2011)
and for 2012 (cheque for £58.00 sent a little
earlier and cashed in December 2011).

Our expenses for 2011 are compara-
ble to the previous year: in 2010 we
spent £1194.00. Over the last cou-

ple of years we have saved a considerable
amount of money by a) using a different
insurer (we now use the British Association
for Local History) b) getting new quotes and
a better rate for newsletter printing and c)
recognising that as such a small charity,
with less than £10,000 income, we do not
need to have our accounts vetted - we
merely have to report our income and
expenditure to the Charity Commission - but
we don't have to spend money on an
accountant. This year, we even pre-empted
the increase cost of postage stamps - and
have enough stamps in hand to use for the
next newsletter at the old rate!.

If anyone would like to see the full
accounts showing every transaction,
please send an e-mail to

Wendy@breach.org.uk and she will be
happy to forward this, or contact the secre-
tary.

WB
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HCS Email address:
hexhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk

Website:
http://hexhamcivicsociety.wordpress.com


