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The Chairman’s view

T
his Winter/Spring edition sees the Civic Society

slightly battered by the approval of the

Homebase Goods Yard scheme at Hexham

Station, which we lobbied long and hard to see

improved. As we report, the NCC Planning Committee

may have exhausted themselves debating access to a

single dwelling in Humshaugh and the Hexham scheme

was approved with scant debate and in much haste.We

feel that a great disservice has been done to the town

is hurrying through this application, in the face of the

objections of NCCs own Conservation Officer,

Hexham Town Council, The Victorian Society, The

Ancient Monuments Society and others.

T
ime will tell what message the design bar set by

this scheme will have on future proposals within

the Conservation Area and in the vicinity of such

auspicious listed buildings.We also wait with trepidation

to see the impact on town centre retailers of this very

large retail consent on what was specified as employ-

ment land.

H
owever, we remain unbowed and continue to

promote good design, responsiveness to

Hexham's unique townscape and the need to

claw back economic vitality in these austere times. To

this end we have offered full support to the Hexham

Town Plan initiative, pioneered by Councillor Judy Lloyd

and initiated by the Town Council.An open meeting on

Monday 17th March drew around 100 attendees - an

astonishing level of interest in the future of the town.

We hope that the dynamism evident here can be cap-

tured into a document with a clear set of goals on how

the town can be improved.

A
midst shop closures in the town centre, we have

launched a project with Urban Design students

at the University of Newcastle Upon Tyne to

develop ideas for the old Workhouse site and car park

on the Corbridge Road.These ideas will be presented

in Hexham later in the year and we hope they will show

that there is plenty of vision for how Hexham can be

improved by the imaginative use of existing buildings

and derelict brownfield sites.

I
n this new year edition, we renew our call for mem-

bers to let us know what their key concerns are and

what issues or projects they would like to see cham-

pioned.

RH
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WHY WE NEED YOU ON

BOARD

A
fter a slight downturn in numbers we are very

pleased to report that Hexham Civic Society

membership is now in the ascendant.The larger

our membership, the stronger our voice and our ability

to influence the future of Hexham. Please join us. All

members are welcome at committee meetings and

invited to participate, even if only to express an opin-

ion.

A
n email was received recently from a member

wishing to resign as they were 'not active

enough' - That is entirely a well-meaning but

mistaken stance - we are happy for our membership to

be as active or as 'passive' in the Society as their time

or inclination allows.We have over 260 paid up mem-

bers with perhaps triple that number reading our quar-

terly (at least) newsletters and many more visiting the

HCS website. Only a limited portion of this member-

ship contributes in a particularly 'active' way but we

have no expectations you should - unless you actively

want too.

“Only a limited portion of this member-

ship contributes in a particularly 'active'

way but we have no expectations you

should - unless you actively want too”

H
aving a membership of reasonable size though

does give HCS weight in its negotiations with

developers, Northumberland County Council

and the Town Council. Even though we have suffered a

bloody nose over the Station Goods Yard site, improve-

ments were won by virtue of our lobbying. In the

absence of this, a poor scheme would have been even

worse.We await to see what changes will be made to

the former Baths site (McCarthy and Stone) as a result

of HCS discussions with developers. We are certain

though that a better scheme will arise than would have

been the case if HCS was not continually pressing both

developers and NCC.

W
e are more than happy to have members

who support this through their subscrip-

tion, and if they want to do no more than

that then that is fine.A step-up of involvement would be

using the information we present in our newsletters to

write in to NCC or others to make their views known.

If people are really keen, they can attend our monthly

open committee meetings, periodic talks or actively join

our committee. None of this is compulsory though.

A
great deal of what HCS does may be below

the radar - we are presently lobbying town

and County Councils regarding street clutter

and an improved street environment. We have

launched a project with Newcastle University stu-

dents to produce concept plans for the old

Workhouse site and we appraise and comment on

Hexham planning applications.

H
CS comments on applications will we hope

give Councillors on planning committees the

confidence to reject or support schemes

e.g. we are lobbying to use brownfield sites within

the town in preference to new greenfield expansion.

All of this is helped by the bulwark of our member-

ship, however much they choose, or decline, to

involve themselves personally in HCS.

W
e made a similar 'sales pitch' to our

recalcitrant member, who then reviewed

their position and renewed their mem-

bership. We hope that all others who share our

vision for Hexham will do likewise.

RH

Our newsletters, issued free to Members - which we

attempt to publish at least quarterly.



HEXHAM - WHAT'S THE

FUTURE?

I
n the previous issue we carried an article

"Extensive Neglect and Shabbiness in Hexham".

Since then the situation has been exacerbated by

shop closures.

A
walk around Hexham today is a depressing

experience.Vacant retail and business prem-

ises in prominent positions, neglect, boarding

up, and the now even more obvious manifestations

of poor planning decisions could draw visitors to the

conclusion that Hexham is no longer an attractive

destination for shopping or any of the activities that

contribute to the vitality of the town.

I
t might be thought that NCC would consider

Hexham to be a valuable part of the region's

attractions to tourists upon which the region

depends and that it would look for ways of protect-

ing and enhancing its attractiveness. Perhaps with

this in mind, Hexham Business Forum arranged an

open event in February with Councillor Jeff Reid,

Leader of the Council, and Councillor Peter Jackson,

Leader of the Conservative Group. They were to

discuss the question: 'What are you going to do to

continue to stimulate the economic prosperity in

Hexham and the surrounding area.' and to respond

to questions from the floor. Reports of the meeting

suggest that the passionate local business people

who attended were somewhat disappointed with

the Councillors' responses to the question and to

other questions from the floor. Some reports sug-

gest that the Councillors showed no real interest in

the subject and did not recognise that their council

has any responsibilities or powers in this context,

indicating that NCC considers itself responsible only

for those activities for which it has a statutory duty,

caring little for anything else.

We hope the above reflects more the disappointments

and frustrations of businesses than the real attitude of

NCC.

T
here seems little or no reasonable expectation

that NCC will or can do anything to address

Hexham's situation. If the above is true, one can

understand why some are pressing for the return of

Tynedale Council as a way for Hexham and Tynedale to

attract local government attention. At least Tynedale

Council was located in Hexham, easily accessible and

well aware of the town's situation, strengths and weak-

nesses.

It is therefore essential that all local bodies, the Town

Council, the Community Partnership, the Business

Forum, the Civic Society etc. continue to develop the

Town Plan, to press NCC hard.

H
igh streets and town centres have been under

siege for the past twenty years, largely by edge-

of-town and out-of-town supermarkets and

more recently by internet shopping. Poor decisions and

actions by local authorities have added to this burden.

T
o survive, Hexham must retain and start now to

claw back its environmental quality. People visit

only the places that are attractive to them. The

rest die. Hexham is rapidly losing its attractiveness.

There are now more premises and more retail floor

area vacant than any can remember, and even premises

in a prime location hideously boarded up.

U
nfortunately, as we have seen with shop fronts

like Iceland and the Goods Yard decision, the

County Council has a very low quality thresh-

old. Its officers and Councillors, brow beaten by the

threats that a development opportunity will be lost,

clutch at the first deal tabled instead of negotiating

strongly for the best outcome for the town. One won-

ders whether they have the backbone and skills to

match any major developer. TT
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The Grade II listed Royal Hotel, occupying a key site on Priestpopple - now desperate for owners with the inspiration to

make the building work. 



Website 

Along with a rising paper membership, visits to the HCS

website are steadily climbing too. Views of the site have

steadily improved in 2012 with December views of 239

rising to our all-time record of 400 in January.A short-

er February saw views close to 300 with March looking

set to pass this total. Our total visits stands at 4,600

with our busiest day seeing 46 views.While HCS mem-

bers get hard-copy newsletters, previous newsletters

are available free to download from the site. We

attempt to keep as up to date as possible and would

welcome members comments, articles and general

input.

The site can be viewed at:

http://hexhamcivicsociety.wordpress.com

RETAIL

R
egretfully, faced with the current evidence of

empty premises and threats to town centre busi-

nesses from new retailers on the edge of town,

your editor finds it difficult to continue to be optimistic

about the future of Hexham's town centre retail sector.

Can anyone recall there ever being so many vacant

premises, so much unused retail floor area, or worse

any boarded up premises? These closures reduce the

retail offer and the attractiveness of the town centre

resulting in reductions in visitor numbers and in spend,

hence leading to more businesses closing and accelerat-

ing decline.

T
he government has recently established a new

national 'Future High Streets Forum', bringing

together leaders across retail, property and busi-

ness to better understand the competition town cen-

tres across the country face and to drive forward new

ideas and policies, building on the work of the Portas

review of the future of the high street. The Local

Growth Minister, Mark Prisk, issued a warning to high

streets across the country that they need to adapt to

meet the changing needs of today's consumers if they

are to prosper and said the high street cannot live in

the past, but must adapt to meet the radical changes in

consumer behaviour.

A
stonishingly "The Grocer" reports that "The

government has turned to Tesco in its bid to

save the ailing British high street….the retailer

has agreed to join the new Future High Streets

Forum….". In Hexham we all know the specious argu-

ments and half-promises advanced persuasively by

Tesco when they were planning to open at Tynedale

retail park. We all know the impact of Tesco on our

Power Down - The Robinson and Cowell vacant unit on

Priestpopple. Can Tesco advise how best to help?

town centre.We all know that Tesco's sole interest

is their business.To have them on this Forum is like

inviting termites in to protect your house!

L
ooking into the future we expect Next to open

soon adjacent to Tesco creating strong compe-

tition for town centre businesses and reducing

the wish to visit the town centre. While the busi-

nesses proposed for the station goods yard (see also

under planning) appear to be so different from town

centre businesses as not to pose a strong threat

(Excepting wine and pet merchants Ed), they add at

least to some degree to the reasons not to visit the

town centre, and who knows what retailers might

be there in the future?

M
any of the factors affecting town centre

retail are related to national economic con-

ditions, but one is a deliberate action by

NCC: parking enforcement.This discourages visitors

from lingering to browse or get stuck in a queue or

even to come at all. By applying penalties it removes

money that could otherwise be spent supporting the

town's businesses. It has been reported that NCC

takes £350,000 a year from parking in Hexham.We

have asked how much is in parking charges and how

much in penalties.

N
CC has never identified any benefit it

expects its parking enforcement to bring to

Hexham. It is time for NCC to perform and

publish a review of the affects of its parking enforce-

ment regime and to make changes where enforce-

ment has brought no benefit.

TT
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New shops and businesses

T
he following business has relocated since the

last Newsletter. We offer them a welcome,

urge you to support them, and hope they will

thrive.

Fore Street

• Josie's Dragonfly Trust (relocated from Hallstile

Bank)

Vacant premises

Fore Street

• Milletts 

• Greggs 

• Thorntons

Back Street

• Cornmill Café

• The Bike Shop (x2)

• Edge

Priestpopple

• Robinson & Cowell

• Royal Hotel

Cattle Market

• Business Advice Centre

Battle Hill

• Lemon and Lime

• Sherlocks

Beaumont Street

• 6 Beaumont Street, adjacent to the

Conservative and Unionist Club (formerly Tyghtspot)

Hallstile Bank

• Josie's Dragonfly Trust (relocated to Fore Street)

Green Belt

H
CS contributed greatly to the establishment of

the existing Green Belt that protects Hexham

and its setting. We are therefore very con-

cerned by the suggestions that Green Belt land can be

built upon. There appears to be enough brown land

remaining to meet the town's longer term needs as was

considered appropriate by the Inquiry Inspector when

the Green Belt was established. We consider that

Hexham is still a nationally important historic town in a

countryside setting that fully merits protection from

development if its special character is not to be dam-

aged and undermined. More on this in a later edition.

PLANNING &

DEVELOPMENT

Northumberland

Development Plan

N
CC's Consultation on the Core Strategy

Preferred Options nominally closed on 20

March.This Core Strategy will be a vision and

plan guiding Northumberland for the next 20 years. In

the Consultation NCC sought the people's views on:-

• New housing

• New businesses

• Protecting our environment

• Renewable energy

T
he Options document can be viewed and com-

ments submitted online at www.northumber-

land.gov.uk/corestrategy. Paper copies are avail-

able at libraries and Hadrian House.

Future events following the informal drop-in and work-

shop discussions at the Mart on 7th March include:

• Consultation on Green Belt, housing and economy 

issues, Summer 2013

• Consultation on Draft Plan,Autumn 2013

• Consultation on Plan for submission to govern

ment, Spring 2014 
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The Bike Shop - sadly now closed on Back Street. 



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 

Hexham Station Goods Yard

I
n the last Newsletter we wrote about our opposi-

tion to the Planning Applications for the Goods Yard

and the discussions we were having with the devel-

opers seeking to place retirement apartments on the

site of the former swimming pool on Gilesgate. Since

then another proposal has arisen: affordable homes on

Corbridge Road. Planning applications have yet to be

submitted for the last two.

P
lanning permission has now been granted for the

Goods Yard development. Our views and actions

in seeking the best possible proposal were well

publicised in the local press but we think it appropriate

to summarise our views and future actions in this con-

text.

H
CS supports the principle of developing the site

and recognises that there is no viable alterna-

tive to what is basically a big shed for retailers,

such as Homebase, who require a very large floor area.

We do, however have very strong objections to much

of the detail including the failure adequately to design

the ‘shed’ to make its appearance fit into its heritage

environment, poor landscaping, and failure to make the

most of existing features, such as the warehouseman's

bothy, historic stables, and the granite setts that are

present on the site.We have been in much detailed dia-

logue with the developer and with NCC both of whom

seemed sympathetic to our views but in the end made

only minimal changes.

H
CS's comments and objections have been well

publicised in the local press. The following is

just one of our statements urging the Council

to refuse permission.

" This proposal is for a significant development on a

key route through Hexham, within the Conservation

Area and adjacent to several Listed Buildings.We do

not doubt that it will have an adverse impact on

existing businesses in the town but we are leaving

that probable impact for others to voice.

"As Hexham Civic Society, we contend that the

applicant has approached this site with no under-

standing of its special context, nor willingness to

bend their own generic wishes to this context. In

particular, we do not consider the arguments put

forward for the demolition of the stables to be well-

founded.

"Considered in the round, we believe that the signif-

icant design failings of the proposed new buildings,

when added to the proposed losses of historic char-

acter on site, make it impossible to support this

scheme. We see in this proposal a long-term cost to

Hexham, at very little gain.

"We have no doubt that with some willingness to

recognise the special character of Hexham on the

part of Homebase and other parties, a scheme could

readily be derived which met all objectives.We are

clear though that this is not that scheme, and would

urge that these two applications are refused. "

T
he Planning Committee's consideration of

this application was trivial. It seemed from the

total absence of any debate or challenge by
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An artist’s impression of the now approved Goods Yard scheme at the Grade II listed Hexham Station - the oldest opera-

tional passenger station in the UK  NB New guardrailing and large lighting columns -  Image Copyright Humphreys Teal Ltd



members of the Planning Committee that they just

rolled over uncritically in the face of unsubstantiat-

ed threats that the cost of the changes we sought

would kill the whole project and that Homebase

would walk away if they lost a few parking spaces.

Equally the officers do not seem to have challenged

the proposals robustly or pushed the developer to

meet fully the requirements of the National Planning

Policy Framework on conserving historic environ-

ments in the interests of obtaining the most appro-

priate proposal that could be made. NCC has

grabbed the first proposal and seems to lack either

the courage or the skills or both to negotiate the

best deal (and to turn it down if it were still not

good enough). Hexham is now stuck with this devel-

opment and its affects for the next 25 years.

T
he objectors' addresses to the committee

summarised very well all the concerns, but

were ignored by the committee, whose per-

formance on this application seemed amateur and

careless in the extreme, despite their acknowledging

that it was the most important development in

Hexham for many years. This committee took 30 -

45 minutes debating, without a conclusion, an

entrance to a property off a small Lane in

Humshaugh, an effort that seems to have exhausted

their capabilities and left nothing they could use in

discussing this most important development in

Hexham. They neither questioned the officers nor

debated this application: a complete abdication of

their responsibilities. One doubts that they have

experience and skills necessary to understand

essential considerations surrounding major develop-

ments such as this. Certainly none was on display.

H
exham could and should have a better

scheme that enhances rather than detracts

from character of the town.

Notwithstanding the above criticisms of the Planning

Committee's handling of these applications, we are

grateful for the committee Chairman's stated apprecia-

tion of our efforts to achieve the best and of the rela-

tively small improvements that resulted.

Our reaction to the granting of permission is sum-

marised in our Chairman's letter to Courant

26/02/2013:

Dear Editor,

Hexham Civic Society had hoped for a much better

scheme on the Goods Yard site at Hexham Station. We

are very disappointed that the County Council Planners

recommended approval of the scheme, despite clear

objections from the County's own Conservation

Officer, and objection to the scheme by Hexham Town

Council, many local residents and national groups the

Victorian Society and the Ancient Monuments Society.

To correct the impression of your leading article of last

week, HCS has never wished to see the 'preservation of

wasteland'. We wished to see a development that made

the most of the site's existing assets, which responded

positively to the adjacent listed buildings, and which

added to quality of Hexham's unique built environ-

ment.

We were disappointed that the applicants delivered a

number of statements to Committee which were

accepted uncritically but which we feel to be 'economi-

cal with the truth'. We know that the Stables building

has not been 'marketed unsuccessfully for the past five

years' and we clearly showed how the financial case for

demolition had been exaggerated.

The Chair of the Planning Committee, Councillor

Heslop, praised the work of HCS in achieving some

limited improvements to the scheme. These include

direct pedestrian access, addition of landscaping to the

originally barren car park, and persuading them not to

'brick up' the windows of the Prosser Goods Shed. We

7

Stable Fable - Rokeby cited £400,000 to refurbish this

modest 160sqm building.

The hayloft of the soon-to-be demolished stable.
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• Concern over the loss of mature trees on the

lower part of the site.

• Our belief that the retained Wool Warehouse

facade on Gilesgate should be better-animated by

the reopening of some of its several blocked door-

ways to create an active street frontage;

• The belief that the proposed sunken residents

garden on the footprint of the existing 1970's pool

entrance would become an unused dank pit

• Route of the Right of Way footpath between

Gilesgate and Haugh Lane

W
e expressed some appreciation that the

developer has recognised the possibility

of there being  remains of mediaeval

walls at the back of the site, and liaison with the

County Archaeologist.We await with interest the full

application.

PW

Corbridge Road affordable

housing

S
ince the exhibition in December we have been

in correspondence with the developer. In sum-

mary, this appears a wholly inappropriate and

ill-conceived residential proposal with seriously

adverse environmental, amenity and social

Implications. Hexham is a nationally important his-

toric country town which merits special protection

from wholly inappropriate perimeter developments

in its Green Belt.

This is the first housing estate proposal in Hexham's

Green Belt since it was precisely defined to protect

the countryside setting of the historic town in 1999.

Our concerns are:

• Inappropriate building in the Green Belt

Green Belt Incursion - proposed site to the eastern end

of Hexham.

feel though that while these are small achievements,

they underline how compliant the County Council has

been in accepting an original application that was clear-

ly so lacking. We hope that our County Council and

County Councillors will now reflect on what their evi-

dent low quality threshold now implies for the next

developer who comes knocking with their cheap and

cheerful, 'anywhere' scheme.

We are continuing to explore the possibilities of

improvement and will monitor closely the details yet to

be submitted and approved and the compliance of the

developer with the conditions imposed in the granting

of permission”.

RH

Former Swimming Pool

H
CS supports the principle of the scheme and

since last autumn has been in dialogue with the

developer seeking some changes to the detail

design.We have stated that our general and overarching

concern is that the design should respond positively to

its conservation area setting across all elevations, and

be responsive to the prominence of the site and the

listed buildings to which it is close.We detailed individ-

ual concerns:

• Significant concern over the massing, height and

materials of the Haugh Lane elevation, which we felt

did not respond to the unique character of Hexham.

We believe that a proper 'stepping-down' of the

Haugh · Lane facade is a fundamental design issue in

conservation terms. Maintaining this historically signif-

icant "stepping-down" of development along the glacial

terrace slope is a fundamental requirement to main-

taining the character of historic Hexham. Pevsner

thought that the view of the town from Hexham

Bridge was "one of the best town vistas in England,"

and likened it to an Italianate hill town.

For the chop? Trees and public footpath to the rear of the

Gilesgate Baths site. 
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• Isolation of this social housing from the town

centre, amenities and services (half an hours walk

at a normal pace)

• Isolation from other social housing nearer the

town centre (over half a kilometre)

• It would constitute a substantive and highly visi-

ble 170 metre long "ribbon" of largely two storey

development just beyond the hedge line on the

north side of the Corbridge Road where there is

no development of any note, not even a single

house.

• This "outlier" ribbon of development would be

widely visible as a clear extension of Hexham's

north-eastern edge and would stand out at night

because of associated street and domestic lighting.

(12/02899/COU) Retrospective: Change of use to hair

and beauty salon on the first floor, main room and the

wash room/beauty room and the second floor small

room.

County Hotel, Priestpopple (12/02344/ADE)

Advertisement consent for 4 no. individual locator fixed

timber letters illuminated by floodlights, 2 no. double

sided projecting signs with hanging panels, fixing gibbets

and omni lights, 2 no.A3 sized poster units, 6 no. small

lanterns and 11 no. low energy floodlights.

Tyne Green (12/02869/FUL) Construction of fishing

platforms.

Temperley Court, Hencotes (12/03183/FUL)

Building over existing garage by continuing existing

pitched roof to create additional bedroom space with-

in roof, extending the footprint of the garage at north

of home to create "granny flat" at ground floor level,

two storey extension at south of house to provide

additional bedroom space and reception room and

demolition of part of redundant greenhouses.

Temperley Court, Hencotes (12/03185/LBC)

Demolition of part of wall at the Sele to the north of

Temperley Court to allow for delivery of building mate-

rials. To be rebuilt using original brick and stone and

lime mortar.

31 Fore Street (Holland & Barrett) (12/03468/ADE)

Advertisement Consent: Proposed Non illuminated alu-

minium fascia signage and non-illuminated aluminium

hanging sign.

T
his outlier proposal would materially change the

character of the main eastern access into

Hexham along the Corbridge Road. This access

has the character of a "green corridor" which covers

both sides of the Corbridge Road well into urban

Hexham and has no built development on Its northern

side.This undeveloped northern side of the Corbridge

Road runs for some 550 metres west of the proposed

development until reaching the first existing develop-

ment, the Sunningdale Lodge Care Home, thus illustrat-

ing the physical isolation of the proposed scheme.

Hexham Civic Society believe that there is no justifica-

tion for this inappropriate Green Belt development.

RS

Planning Applications

S
ince the last Newsletter the following changes

and additions have taken place.The applications

listed are selected because they relate to listed

buildings or to the town centre or are judged to be

of general interest.The information was taken from

NCC's website on 27 February.

Permission granted

5 Battle Hill/29 St. Mary's Chare (12/00255/FUL

and 12/00256/LBC) Listed buildings including

NatWest Bank. Change of use of part of ground

floor (i.e. excluding banking area) and entire first and

second floors from offices to 1 three-bedroomed

and 4 two-bedroomed dwellings.

Tesco Stores Alemouth Road (12/03078/FUL)

Change of use of nine car parking spaces to a hand

car wash, including siting of an office and erection of

a canopy.

Tesco Stores Alemouth Road (12/03079/ADE)

Advertisement consent for 8no. fascia signs on hand

car wash.

Vacant Unit South West Of Tesco

Supermarket Alemouth Road (12/02878/FUL)

New shop front and alterations to external eleva-

tions.

2 Cattle Market (above Bee and Butterfly café)



30 Fore Street (Specsavers) (12/02495/LBC)

Listed building consent for 2 x non- illuminated flat cut

aluminium signs with text 'Opticians', 1 x non- illuminat-

ed logo 'Specsavers' 1 x non- illuminated projecting sign

with iron works

Queen's Hall, Beaumont Street (12/03291/LBC)

Listed Building Consent for Internal alterations to con-

vert rehearsal room to studio theatre / gallery at lower

ground floor level

24A Market Street (12/03591/LBC) Install new boil-

er and flue pipe to west wall and west sloping roof.

Hexham Goods Yard (12/02918/CON)  Conserv-

ation Area Consent: Hybrid planning application seeking

Full planning permission for station improvements, the

erection of three retail units and the use of the Prosser

building for retail purposes and outline planning permis-

sion for the erection of units for use within Use Classes

B1,B2 and B8. Demolition of 3 existing buildings on site.

Hexham Goods Yard (12/02917/FUL) Hybrid plan-

ning application seeking Full planning permission for sta-

tion improvements, the erection of three retail units

and the use of the Prosser building for retail purposes

and outline planning permission for the erection of

units for use within Use Classes B1,B2 and B8.

Demolition of 3 existing buildings on site.

Hexham Goods Yard (12/02903/LBC) Listed Building

Consent: Station improvement works to north side of

Hexham Station.

Hexham Abbey (13/00082/TREECA) Fell one false

acacia due to crown decline. (This tree is on Church

Row).

Queen's Hall (13/00138/FUL) The installation of a

radio repeater and antenna on the grounds of Hexham

Queens Hall. The repeater requires 240 volts mains

supply situated inside the building with the final anten-

na location being mounted on the rear of the building

on red brick wall.The antenna will be securely fastened

to a 12ft aluminum pole using a double clamp bracket

which will be secured to the wall with a set of t&k fix-

ing brackets. The feeder cable will then be run to the

location of the repeater using existing routes where

possible.

West Orchard House, Allendale Road

(12/03310/FUL) Part demolition of stone retaining wall;

demolition of former garage and classroom bl;ocks;

construction of revised boundary wall and new access;

change of use and conversion of former red Cross

building to accountants' office, associated storage; and

construction of new office/business block and vehic-

ular parking.

Permission refused

Manor Cottage, Hallgate (12/01854/LBC)

Retrospective application; Listed Building Consent

for wall mounted alarm box, UPVC door, satellite

dish and proposed shed.

15 Battle Hill (L.Dickinson) (12/03409/FUL)

Remove existing wooden window framed openings

(2 in total) and replace with single hard wood

framed window and safety glass panels (Associated

application 12/03411/ADE for new signage with-

drawn).

Applications pending consideration

Market Street, Gilesgate, and Market Place

(12/00565/ADE) Advertisement consent for display

of 13 flags and flag poles on various properties.

22 Market Place (12/03753/LBC) Listed Building

consent to affix a steel mounted wall bracket on

front elevation.

Land S.E. of High Shield Cottage, Dipton Mill

Road (12/03824/LBC and 12/03481/FUL) Listed

Building Consent to convert and extend single

storey garage into dwelling.

Land S.E. of water treatment works, Bridge

End (12/03802/RENE) Development of a 1487KW

anaerobic digestion energy plant including; 1no.

digester tank, 2no. residue storage tanks, technical

building, vertical mixer and separator, gas flare struc-

ture, biogas upgrading system, national grid contain-

er, network entry facility, biomass material storage

clamps, effluent run off lagoon and on site access

roads.

County Hotel, Priestpopple (13/00285/DIS-

CON) Discharge of conditions 3, 4, 5 and 6 relating

to planning permission 12/1911/LBC (Listed Building

Consent): Ground floor refurbishment including

structural alterations. Formation of new toilets,

accessible entrance & pedestrian entrance. Previous

blocked up window re-instated. Exterior re-decorat-

ed.The proposed works to the first floor include the

removal of existing timber stud partition walls & the

formation of new openings to existing walls. The

works also include for the construction of new tim-

ber stud walls forming new bathroom layouts with

associated plumbing and drainage works. The first

10



floor will also be decorated and new floor finishes

laid)

Land East Of Sunningdale Nursing and

Residential Home, Dean Street,

(11/02101/FUL) Variation of condition 2 attached to

planning permission 20080983 - Construction of 8

dwellings and 4 flats together with underground car

parking and associated landscaping (amended layout

and position of terrace).

44 Priestpopple (13/00059/FUL) Proposed change

of use from existing hairdressers (A1) to restaurant

(A3), creation of covered yard for storage and new

shop front

Dene Park House, Dene Park (13/00096/FUL)

Change of use from a care home to office space for

Northumberland County Council & Northumbria

Healthcare

11

T
he ‘Economy’ discussion, despite taking place in

the Skinners, did not solve all the problems!

Major topics that occupied the too brief discus-

sion included whether Hexham's retail offer should be

a 6 days or 7 days/week and how to present Hexham

to visitors as a lively town worth visiting and revisiting.

The number of coachloads visiting the Abbey on Sunday,

but with nothing else to see or do was noted. In busi-

ness terms the focus was on attracting small relatively

high-tec businesses that employ local people. One idea

was the setting up of shared specialist facilities, such as

a clean room, that are required by such businesses but

too expensive for small individual companies. An audit

of the local skill base would help develop these ideas

more precisely.

T
he Generation Group was to develop plans

across the age groups from toddlers and

teenagers to the elderly. It had more success in

engaging with the elderly than with the youngsters and

is developing ways of increasing the mobility and

decreasing the loneliness that affect adversely many of

our senior citizens.

T
he Built Environment group presented ideas on

improving the quality of gateways and arrival

points to the town, including the bus station and

the Wentworth car park. Local distinctiveness and

designing for context viewed as being very important.

Feedback suggested that green spaces within the town

needed additional recognition and protection.

cont...

4 Orchard Place (13/00125/LBC)

Listed building consent for minor alterations to a con-

sent which was previously given - truss alteration,

removal of walls in flat 3 and re-siting the kitchen, re-

siting the en-suite in flat 3, re-positioning bathroom in

kitchen in flat 1 with opening alterations

4 Eastgate, RTP Mortgage And Protection

Limited (13/00135/FUL) Change of use from offices to

therapy treatment rooms

The Tannery, Dipton Mill Road (13/00298/LBC)

Partial demolition and rebuild of outbuilding including

replacement of roof structure and covering

Vacant Unit South West Of Tesco Supermarket

(13/00526/FUL) New shop front and alterations to

external elevations (amended resubmission of Ref:

12/02878/FUL, approved 15 November 2012). (This is

in preparation for Next. Ed.)

Town Plan packs Town

Meeting to the Rafters

T
he attendance at the Town Council's annual

town meeting where the major item was the

Town Plan surprised both the Town Council

and the attendees. The meeting room at the

Community Centre was packed with about 100,

many of whom were standing and at least one walk-

ing away because they could not get in.There is clear

passion in the town about its future and a willingness

to contribute to planning for it, all a great endorse-

ment of Councillor Judy Lloyd's leadership of the

Town Plan Group.We hope that this demonstration

of what is important to the residents will encourage

the Town Council to give more support to the Town

Plan.

C
llr Lloyd introduced the Plan stating that its

objective is produce a document which

NCC must recognise in its planning deci-

sions.There followed presentations by the leaders of

each of the sub-groups: Transport, Built

Environment, Economy, Arts and Heritage, and

Generation, after which the meeting broke up into

discussion groups. The facilities at the Community

centre could not accommodate all these groups so

some had to move to the Skinners' Arms and the

Heart of All England. These two pubs made their

facilities available for dry discussion. Their support

should be recognised by visits for the more usual

purpose!
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T
he Transport Group considered how to

improve the Market Place highlighting again

the conflicts between the desire of some to

maintain parking as essential to adjacent traders and

the proponents of less cars and a pedestrian-friend-

ly environment. Traffic management, walking and

cycling routes were also included.

TT

Letter from Mary & Keith

“Before and over Christmas we did one day counts of

traffic and I personally spent time trying to observe the

nature of traffic flow in Hexham's centre. In the

Courant councillors commented in favour of free

parking in the major car parks and/or on the street.

Many surveys have been done here, but nothing ever

actioned in respect of traffic flows. Action is needed.

Traffic and Footfall
The counts I have done over two months were more

or less at the same time daily.

I would say a good proportion of Hexham local work-

force travels through the town centre. The parking

spaces in Beaumont Street filled by 9 a.m. to drop off

children for the Sele School. This creates a danger for

pedestrians because 1000 to 2000 vehicles come

through the town on their way elsewhere, all with their

own agendas, some dual- or multi-tasking, but on their

way elsewhere. Now Tesco is offering less parking time

that has seemingly led to a rise in pace of vehicles

going through the town centre and a drastic drop, in

the stream of pedestrians braving Hallstile Bank to get

to the centre, a reduced number on the previous year

and about  50% of five years ago!

“This creates a town centre that is not a mobile

and friendly place to visit. People perceive they can-

not park here. They do not want to walk here, and

are certainly not encouraged to cycle here or to treat

the town centre as a destination”

This creates a town centre that is not a mobile and

friendly place to visit. People perceive they cannot park

here. They do not want to walk here, and are certainly

not encouraged to cycle here or to treat the town cen-

tre as a destination.

Capturing Visits
This year we are set to get the abbey visitor centre.

Very little hotel or B and B spaces are available in the

town centre to enable pedestrians to be long stay visi-

tors. So we suspect coaches will come, drop off to

return one hour or two hours later  to pick up, with no

benefit to the rest of the centre - especially bearing in

mind that Abbey centre will be self-contained with a

thirty seat cafe!

To illustrate, we know of several major groups that

came just before last Christmas, visited the Abbey and

were carted away inside the suspected time window in

large numbers, one group of some 400! WI ladies were

given a deadline. They arrived, were shown the Abbey

shop and told the event inside would take a specific

period of time. The coaches picked them up, whisking

them away nearly ripping down buildings in their haste

to leave. Almost nil contact was made with other busi-

nesses that offer goods or services.

Towards a viable town centre
What can I say? Hexham has no commercial future

with this behaviour. The economic group are suggest-

ing artisans to be in the town centre demonstrating a

wide range of goods and services. Other team's sug-

gestions are all valid, great options but we need to con-

trol traffic flow and teach locals that we are a destina-

tion. There is as yet scant belief in this. Other well-

promoted alternatives exist already and the council pay

inadequate attention to making Hexham attractive.

My Grandfather always told me "Keep things in your

life simple. Work hard. Encourage others and encour-

age good health by being healthy yourself." Our town

is not healthy, does not encourage good health, and is

not choosing simplicity. The result is chaos, decay and

decline. Sport, when we travel by car to do it, is not

healthy. Travelling all week vast distances to come

home tired to our families is not healthy.

We need to think local, be local, be healthy”.

Mary and Keith

AGM

Please note the date of the AGM-Monday 24th

June.Venue, speaker and time to be confirmed but

we will try to get The White Room at the

Queen's Hall for c.7 p.m.
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HCS Email address:

hexhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk
Website:

http://hexhamcivicsociety.wordpress.com

Members' Gift Aid declarations enhance the Society's income by some £300 annually - well worth the effort. However,

most of our members signed their Declarations way back in 2003, and many people's financial circumstances have changed.

Would members therefore please renew their Gift Aid Declarations by filling in the inserted form and returning this to

Wendy Breach at Bridge House, Hexham, NE46 3DE (or posting through Tim Tatman's door). About 10 members have

made Gift Aid declarations in the last 12 months - and these people don't need to sign a form again.
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House of Correction

T
he House of Correction on Tyne Green Lane

has apparently been closed by the County for

some 2 years to Heritage Open Day visitors

and other visitors because of its "dangerous door"

which had become difficult to open. This was dis-

cussed at a recent meeting of the Hexham Guild of

Guides resulting in Anne Venables and HCS commit-

tee member Richard Simons obtaining the keys from

the tourist office to see what the problem was.They

found that the bottom door hinge was seized up

with rust and that oiling it and working it for about

50 minutes got it working. So all the indications are,

again, that the County appear not really bothered

about what appears simple and cheap remedial

works and would rather see this special aspect of

Hexham's built heritage closed to the public.

What is the history of Hexham's

House of Correction?

The first Houses of Correction were set up in Tudor

times. They continued in use well into the 19th

Century, suggesting they answered a social need.

John Howard, the great prison reform campaigner,

certainly believed they were an improvement on

18th Century gaols. Over the centuries their role

changed from a place to train vagrants to a lock-up

for petty criminals who were not to be exposed to

the more hardened prisoners in gaol.

In 1783 it was reported that a house near Tyne

Green was to be leased as a House of Correction.

An advertisement was placed in the Newcastle

Courant for a Keeper. Joseph Dagleas was appoint-

ed, and the House of Correction opened in 1784.

By 1820 Hexham House of Correction was report-

ed as being out of repair and too small.The present

part was added, and larger yards were walled round

to allow access to fresh air and exercise. Men and

women were kept separately, with the Governor's

(Keeper's) quarters between.The remaining part has a

day cell downstairs and two night cells upstairs. The

clang of the iron door shutting, even today, is a chilling

sound.

Hexham's Most Famous Inmate was Jonathan Martin, a

man who had grown up in Haydon Bridge. Jonathan

came from an eccentric but talented family - his broth-

ers included artist John Martin, several of whose works

can be seen in the Laing Art Gallery.

Jonathan was a tanner by trade. He had fought as a

sailor in the Napoleonic Wars. He believed he had a

mission to warn people about the coming wrath of

God. He disrupted church services, wrote pamphlets

and accused members of the clergy of living wicked and

ungodly lives. From time to time he was locked up in

prisons and lunatic asylums.

By 1828 he had arrived in York. He left letters to the

clergy in York Minster, warning them of what would

happen if they did not change their wicked ways.

Receiving no reply to these, Jonathan felt he was being

ignored. He had a dream in which he believed God told

him to set fire to York Minster.

On 1st February 1829 Jonathan went to the Minster for

the evening service. He hid in the Minster and waited

until the church had been locked up for the night. He

made piles of prayer books and set them alight. He

escaped and went to Hexham.

The fires burned slowly, and were not noticed until

morning. It took fire engines from several towns to fight

the fire, which was eventually extinguished late that

night. By this time the choir roof, screen, stalls, pulpit,

throne and organ had all been destroyed.

Posters offering a reward of one hundred pounds for

The House of Correction prior to 1972 partial demolition just

before listing in 1973 (Copyright NCC)

We have the technology.... HCS ‘Conservaktionists’ oil a

hinge, saving NCC £500.
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his arrest were printed and circulated. Jonathan was

arrested 4 days later and put in the Hexham House

of Correction before being taken to York for trial.

He admitted he had started the fire.The jury decid-

ed he was insane, and therefore not responsible for

his actions. He was sent to a lunatic asylum in

London, where he died nine years later.

The building was listed Grade II in May 1973 - just

prior to that in 1972 the rest of the building had

been hastily demolished - it is not entirely clear what

was achieved by this other than yet another hole in

Hexham's historic streetscape.

RS

Workhouse site: Newcastle

University Project

I
t will be remembered that in 2010, coincident

with the development of the bus station site

being an active topic within NCC, Newcastle

University's MA students in Urban Design had as

part of their course work an exercise to produce

schemes for development of the existing bus station

and its environs including the Robbs building. They

were assisted in this project by information provid-

ed by NCC and encouragement from Buccleuch

Property, owners of the Robbs building.Their work

was of a very high quality and the subject of presen-

tations and exhibitions in Scott's café, Forum

Cinema.

I
t is valuable to the students to have a "real"  site

to study as part of their training and we are

pleased to say that the General Hospital and for-

mer Workhouse site on the north of Corbridge

Road is the subject of this year's academic exercise.

It is however surprising and disappointing that the

site's owners, HMC Group, that's Helen McCardle

Care, have declined to assist the students in any way,

in particular refusing to supply site drawings or to

allow access.

W
hatever Helen McCardle Care cares for,

it clearly does not include education. On

the 29th January around a dozen stu-

dents and their tutors visited Hexham and assessed

the workhouse site.

MA Urban Design Students visit Hexham to produce ideas

for the Workhouse complex.

Special half-price Subs offer.

H
CS is seeking to increase its membership

and hence its influence on the future of

Hexham. Please help us by contacting as

many of your friends and neighbours as you can -

perhaps by passing on this Newsletter and/or the

recruiting leaflet enclosed with it.

F
ollowing the practice of many subscription and

service organisations we are offering an incen-

tive to new members. That incentive is 6

months free membership to new members who

subscribe by Standing Order. Application and

Standing Order forms are one page 13 of this

Newsletter.

Colin Dallison, Membership Secretary

W
e hope to be involved in the development of

their ideas for this important brownfield

sites and to host an exhibition later in the

year of their concept proposals.

RH

ITEMS FOR SALE

HCS has the following redundant item which it offers

first to members. If interested contact Tim Tatman.

• 35mm slide projector £40 Kodak Carousel S-AV

2010 with Electrosonic ES4050 remote control. Good

condition complete with carousels and carry case.


