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English Heritage says Neigh to bid to List Historic Hexham 
Stables  
 
In a last-ditch bid to save historic stables at Hexham Railway Station from demolition to make way for carparking 
for a new Homebase store, Hexham Civic Society asked government watchdogs English Heritage to give final 
word on whether the buildings should be statutorily listed. Sadly for Hexham Stables, while similar designs by the 
same North Eastern Railway’s Chief Architect William Bell, have been listed at Monkwearmouth in Sunderland, 
and at York, English Heritage has declined to list the Hexham buildings.  
 
As was reported in the press, Northumberland County Council’s Planning Committee approved the new 
Homebase superstore and the demolitions of existing buildings at the Grade II listed Hexham Station in February 
(20/02/13). This was against the recommendation of the County Council Conservation Officer who objected to 
the scheme and the demolitions - (Refs 12/02918/CON and 12/02917/FUL ).  
 
Hexham Civic Society was extremely concerned that the views of the Conservation Officer were not represented 
in the Committee Report, which recommended that Members approve the scheme, nor was the opportunity 
taken by Members to question the grounds on which the objections to the scheme was made. There was no 
discussion of the points raised by HCS that the buildings proposed for demolition were ‘curtilage listed buildings’, 
associated with the main Grade II listed Station, or indeed any serious discussion at all. In the light of this, HCS 
subsequently wrote to Karen Ledger, Head of Development at Northumberland County Council asking NCC to 
state its position on whether the buildings were curtilage listed, therefore requiring ‘listed building consent’ for 
demolition.  
 
As no reply was forthcoming, HCS asked English Heritage to give the final word on the status of the historic 
stables building, asking EH to consider if the building is worth of being listed in its own right. The stables, opened 
in January 1901, are believed to be one of the few NER (North Eastern Railways) stables still standing – 
alongside the surviving Monkwearmouth stables, also designed by NER Chief Architect William Bell, and 
protected by Grade II listed status since 2002. HCS maintains that the building can be retained as a useful part 
of a development at this site and used as start-up business/employment space. Hexham Station (1835) itself vies 
with Edge Hill Station (1836) in Liverpool, as the oldest operational passenger Station in the UK.  
 
English Heritage has now decided that the building is not of national importance, stating that ‘the building has 
historic interest as one of few surviving stables on the Newcastle to Carlisle railway line, but this is of a local 
rather than a national nature”. “While of local interest as a late example of a stable constructed for the North 
East Railway, the building lacks the special interest demanded for national designation and is therefore not 
recommended for listing.” 
 
An HCS spokesperson said “It is a great shame that English Heritage recognise the importance of this building, 
but that as other similar examples are already listed, the Hexham stables are not to be granted protection. It is a 
sad reflection on the eagerness to embrace development at any cost that NCC and its Planning Committee are 
happy to see this building swept away to make room for a dozen car parking spaces. We feel that in the hands of 
an imaginative developer, and a Council concerned with the protection of the historic environment, this building 
could have been usefully retained”. 
 
Editors note: ‘Curtilage Listed Buildings’ - Any pre-1948 building that was in the curtilage of the principal building 
at the date of listing  is protected provided it is fixed to the land and is ancillary to the principal building. All of the 
buildings to be demolished were, and remain in the ownership of Network Rail, or its predecessor organisation 
British Rail. 
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