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Letters

I
n a recent email to members we highlighted the

imminent exhibition by NCC of its preferred

Loosing Hill Bus Station option.We asked members

to make their views known to NCC as requested and

to let us know their views. HCS members were robust

and varied in their replies which featured in several edi-

tions of the Hexham Courant. HCS member BL wrote

directly to us with the following:

“
In reply to your last communication I, per-

sonally, think the 'preferred' Loosing Hill

option to be flawed.  It is surrounded by 4

busy roads with Maidens Walk also dealing with

School traffic and feel this would only add to the

congestion already experienced on  Priestpopple.

It is also not certain that the hill is stable enough to

cope with the extra weight  of more buses.   From a

definite "yes the rose garden will be retained and

there will be room for 50 car spaces as well as a

bus station" it is now "the rose garden should be

retained and there should be room for  a few cars".

Yet more pedestrian crossings will not make the

area any safer than the present site for passengers,

many elderly and unable to walk the 150 meters

being the distance from Loosing Hill to the present

bus station.

S
iting the bus station on Wentworth carpark, in

the area from the Tourist Board east to the

road makes more sense as there are public

toilets in situ and a cafe.  A covered in waiting room

and an area for bus drivers to take their break

would still be required.  There is also no guarantee

that a proper bus station will ever be built!!

T
he County Council should have given the

other options the same detail instead of

repeatedly  putting the emphasis on  Loosing

Hill. Loosing Hill is not a good move.

BL, Hexham”
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Chairman's report

The Chair was unavoidably absent from the AGM due

to a historic buildings conference in Edinburgh. He sent

the following report:

“
Dear HCS members and guests - firstly, can I apol-

ogise for the unavoidable clash that has meant I

can't be with you all this evening to attend the

AGM and hear Andie's talk - I am sure it will be inform-

ative and entertaining.

I
just want to say a few short words to thank you all

for your continued support for Hexham Civic

Society and to say how much we as Committee value

your membership. I hope that the positions that we

have taken on the various schemes and issues that have

arisen in Hexham over the past year has reflected your

views, and if not, please let us know. I also want to thank

the committee and the members who have taken on

specific projects  - our capacity to exert pressure on

County and Town Councils, or to communicate with

developers, or to take on specific projects such as

working with the University at the Workhouse site, or

securing proper consultation over the bus station, is

only possible because of the time these individuals vol-

untarily give up.A big thank you to you all.

R
egarding the past year,we have seen both success

and failure.We are bitterly disappointed that the

most recent Gilesgate baths scheme was

The Chairman’s view

approved by Planning Committee in the face of

strong local objections, and the objections of NCC's

own specialist conservation staff.We may yet see a

challenge to the present form of the development

when the moving of the present footpath, and its

closure for one year, goes to public consultation.As

with several recent schemes,HCS has supported the

principle of development on this site but believed

W
elcome to our Autumn HCS Newsletter. In the last newsletter we asked the question ‘will the NCC

Planning Committee stand up for Hexham’ - This was in relation to the proposed Hexham Baths

McCarthy & Stone seven storey flats scheme. Sadly the answer was “no” and the scheme was

approved largely without debate.This was despite strenuous objection to the tabled design from the Council

Conservation Officer and despite English Heritage noting that the proposal was a ‘missed opportunity’. Salt was

rubbed into Hexham’s wounds by the Chair of the NCC West Area Planning Committee justifying the decision

on the basis that ‘only 15 people had objected’. In fact, as is recorded in the minutes of the Planning Committee

374 objections were made. One would not expect such minor issues as the advice of their own specialist staff,

the objections of Hexham’s own Town Council, and the vociferous objections of over 300 local opponents to

carry much weight against the merits of a ready cheque for NCC for the sale of their baths site. Sadly once

again good design has been sacrificed for short term gain.

AGM and talk "This Old House", 5 June 2014,

Salvation Army Hall, Hexham



that a far better design was possible at no real addi-

tional cost to the developer.

A
t Hexham Goods Yard we managed to have

the stables relocated to Beamish, although

we would have much preferred to see them

incorporated into the scheme.We are continuing to

press NCC at the Goods Yard to make sure that the

developers are held to the materials and design in

their approved plans - it seems that backsliding in

terms of materials and design is given far too easy a

ride here.

W
e lent our weight to the Save Hexham's

Green Belt Group in their efforts to

resist the inflated housing figures pro-

posed in the new local plan - we await the final draft

plan to see if our arguments have had any impact on

the planners and Councillors in Morpeth who have

the power to remodel Hexham. We have worked

with Hexham Town Council and with our Local

County Councillors to bring some realism to these

figures and to promote the use of brownfield sites

in the town before further green fields are built

upon.

“We continue to celebrate those local

retailers who show a commitment to

good design, for example the excellent

Allegretto music shop at the top of

Battle Hill and the about-to-open

Penfax stationery shop on Market

Street”

O
ther areas of involvement have included

working to have the HCS Shopfront

Design Guide adopted first by the Town

Council and, we believe imminently, by NCC. We

have spoken to developers including Boots and

William Hill to secure improved designs for their

shopfronts and we continue to celebrate those local

retailers who show a commitment to good design,

for example the excellent Allegretto music shop at

the top of Battle Hill and the about-to-open Penfax

stationery shop on Market Street.

I
n the next few months we will be exhibiting

University students work on the former

Workhouse site and also the large Craneshaugh

site at the east end of Hexham.We will be pressing

NCC and local members to maintain good stan-
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dards of design and we will continue to input into proj-

ects such as the Town Plan.

I
hope that the areas we are focusing on align with the

interests of our members and if this is not the case

please let us know.

I
n conclusion, thank you for your continued member-

ship and support, and we hope that you will spread

the word and ask friends, families and colleagues to

join with us and help to protect and improve Hexham.

Election of Officers and Committee

The following were elected:

Officers:

Chairman Roger Higgins

Vice Chairman Tim Tatman

Secretary Paul Wharrier

Treasurer Wendy Breach

Membership Secretary Julie Foster

Committee members:

Peter Arnold

Tim Elliott

Richard Simons

Membership

W
e have had a number of new members join

us this year - primarily in response to our

flier asking for something to be done about

Hexham's bus station - and not the Benson's

Roundabout solution. We now have membership of

284.

Finances

W
e are in the fortunate position of having a

healthy enough bank balance that we can,

when the Committee believes it to be nec-

essary, commit expenditure on items like printing of

fliers distributed not just to members, but to all

Hexham households.At the beginning of 2013, our bal-

ance was £4885.00, our income for 2013 was £2639

and our expenditure was £1950.We began 2014 with a

balance of £5576.00. Our membership fee remains min-

imal at £7.00 per year for a single person, and £12.00

per year for joint membership.
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"This Old House"

T
he AGM was followed with a talk by Andie Harris

BA (Hons) PGCE MA (Dist), Learning and Skills

Manager, North of England Civic Trust, entitled

"This Old House" on traditional buildings and how to

keep them heated, healthy  and happy. This was both

gripping and entertaining with Andie emphasising the

need to use the appropriate materials, especially lime

mortar and plaster, the perils of cement for old build-

ings, and timely maintenance.

T
he consequences of not doing so were well illus-

trated including several photographs taken that

day in Hexham.These showed vegetation grow-

ing in gutters and elsewhere, the most shameful exam-

ple being the tree growing on Wilfrid Gibson's listed

arch at the top of Battle Hill, broken gutters and down

pipes resulting in severe water damage, the deteriora-

tion of building stone resulting from the use of imper-

vious cement mortar etc. Some in the audience were

looking with alarm wondering if their properties were

featured! 

W
e thank Andie and her colleagues at the

North of England Civic Trust for providing

us with the talk and for their continuing

efforts to support building conservation in the north

east.

With basic maintenance and occasional repair, timber sash

windows will outlast PVCu replacements by many decades.

Water damage to historic sash window arising from neg-

lected gutter - Gilesgate

A seedling birch tree growing from the neglected Grade II

former home of Hexham poet Walter Gibson. The sapling

is reputed to be at least ten years old and will certainly be

causing structural damage to the building. 

Picture C A Harris
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RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS

BY HCS
Former Workhouse site, Corbridge

Road

F
or some years HCS has been in dialogue with

Helen McCardle Care (HMC), who own the

former workhouse site, with the objectives of

ensuring that the buildings are not allowed to fall

into total dereliction and that HMC's development

ideas respect the contribution the buildings, on a

primary entry into the town, make to the character

of Hexham.We are pleased to say that HMC's archi-

tect contacted us recently seeking to hear our views

and giving us the opportunity to explore with them

possibilities for the site. As part of the dialogue

HMC have taken us to their children's facility, Kids

1st, on Maidens Walk, their complex in Low Fell and,

with the necessary hard hats etc., around the work-

house buildings.

T
he Low Fell complex incorporates both inde-

pendent residential accommodation and resi-

dential care facilities. It and its surrounding

gardens and communal space seemed to the

untrained eye of your editor to be to a high stan-

dard.While HMC's ideas for the workhouse site are

still being developed it seems likely that they will

have a similar mixture.This, after all, is HMC's busi-

ness. They already have two facilities on Maidens

Walk (Acomb Court and Kids 1st) so are very famil-

iar with both Hexham and HCS's thoughts on what

constitutes appropriate development.We are there-

fore hopeful that we will be able to support whatev-

er planning application is submitted.

Craneshaugh
Planning application 13/01208/OUT: 122

houses on the Corbridge Road

H
CS objected strongly to this application and

was profoundly disappointed by the granting

of permission. Despite the existence of a

Planning Policy ‘H4’ stating that all development on a

green field site must be ‘affordable housing to satisfy

the needs of Hexham's residents’, NCC approved a

total of 122 mostly executive style commuter hous-

ing including just 18 "affordable rented" and 6

"Discount Market sale", i.e. with a discount of at

least 30% compared to similar properties in NCC's

area.This is totally inadequate provision of affordable

housing and will drive any future such housing into

the green belt and further away from the services of

the town centre.

I
t is interesting to contrast the argument for such

a small percentage of affordable homes being that

there was little demand yet just such a demand

was used to justify giving permission to build on

Green Belt land on the Corbridge Road.

Land East Of Farmway, Corbridge

Road.

T
here was a recent planning approval

14/01279/FUL for a residential development

of 16 residential houses at the land south of

Corbridge Road. One of the concerns HCS has with

the string of residential developments planned for

the Corbridge Road is connectivity with Hexham

Town Centre.

H
CS spoke at a meeting of the West Area

Planning Committee, in connection with this

particular application. We pleaded with the

Committee to heed the advice of their own

Highways Officer to increase the connectivity with

Window of opportunity - a derelict building complex with

great potential at the heart of Hexham. 

Onwards and upwards - HCS representatives explore the

interior of the Workhouse buildings.



the town centre over 1.25 miles away by asking the

developer to extend the footpath and build a cycle way

into Hexham, but to no avail.

Former swimming pool, Gilesgate
Planning applications 13/02289/FUL and

13/02291/CON: "later living" retirement hous-

ing

T
he previous issue of Hexham Civic Society's

newsletter asked in the context of this applica-

tion "..will NCC Planning Committee stand up

for Hexham?". The answer is a resounding NO. This

application is still (11 September) listed on NCC's web-

site as "pending decision" despite having apparently

been passed by the planning committee in May 2014.

Good.

W
hile accepting that this is an excellent use

for the site, HCS objected strongly and in

detail to the design. HCS is continuing its

efforts to have this application properly assessed by the

NCC officers and fully debated by the planning commit-
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Despite our efforts to secure a better scheme, the 7 storey block

was approved by Planning Committee in May 2014.

tee. We met the developers and are participating

with others in a determined process to achieve

improvements before the application is formally list-

ed as permitted.

W
hile the decision to grant permission is

disappointing, the process was totally

inadequate. In our view the officer's

report was inadequate and biased in its assessment,

and the performance of the planning committee

totally shameful.The committee debated this major

development for only a few minutes and their only

topic of real concern was CCTV in the rerouted

right-of-way. The committee seems incapable of

comprehending and debating any design-related

matters and willing to accept without question poor

quality design.

N
CC's own Conservation Officer objected

because:

• Hexham Conservation Area [in which the devel-

opment is located] is considered to be a very high

quality historic environment

• The submitted scheme does not go far enough to

lessen the overall impact of the building despite pre-

application discussions with that objective

• The building remains too large to be assimilated

within the conservation area and appears out of

scale as a consequence to the detriment of nearby

heritage assets. (Note: these include the Abbey,

St.Wilfrid's Gate, and the Council-owned Hexham

House and Hadrian House and other listed build-

ings.The site could hardly be more sensitive.)

• Materials are not of high enough quality for use

in a conservation area (PVCu, render etc..).

English Heritage, the Government’s own conserva-

tion watchdog, stated that

• ….a good opportunity to enhance the character

[of the conservation area] is lost

A
t least the committee is consistent in the way

it fails to debate seriously any major develop-

ment. One remembers that the Goods

Yard/Homebase development was approved without

any debate at all other than remarks that at least

paint would be available in Hexham on a Sunday.This

shows an unwillingness or inability of the committee

to consider fully any major development and is a

contrast with the debate relatively small domestic

applications attract. It is difficult not to conclude that

the committee lacks the competence to consider

any major development and the courage to take on

any but the small domestic applicant. Perhaps they

could offer another explanation of their lack of

debate.

Secretary of State Eric Pickles

Considers Green Belt Protection

"Paramount".

In recent guidance on the issue of development in the

Green Belt, Eric Pickles has stressed that even housing

need cannot justify harm to existing Green Belt.

Protecting the Green Belt "must be paramount".

Where this leaves Northumberland County Council's

apparent aspiration to develop a large proportion of

likely commuter housing over historic Hexham's

Green Belt countryside setting is now even more sus-

pect.



H
CS have subsequently met with the develop-

ers to discuss with them ways in which the

scheme could be improved, and saving them

time and money, by keeping the existing public foot-

path close to its current position, but with little suc-

cess. They have agreed to make some minor alter-

ations which will have little overall effect on the suc-

cess of the design. Our only hope now of influencing

the developer is by commenting on the application

to alter the course of the existing public right of way,

when it is published.

I
t seems that hope to secure an acceptable level of

quality in Hexham now rests solely on the good-

will of developers, not observance of National

Planning Policy, the Local Plan, the negotiating skills

of officers nor as a back stop the common sense of

the Planning Committee.

THE BUS STATION

T
he Bus Station Option Assessment Report

(prepared on behalf of NCC by independent

consultants in May 2014), that was the subject

of the recent consultation, states that the existing

bus station is ‘ideally suited for access to Hexham

town centre’. It also says that the total area of the

existing site is "approximately 800 sq.m., the existing

terminal building and island takes up approximately

215 sq.m. of this area" and that there is additional

land area of "approximately 600 sq.m." to the south,

i.e. land alongside the former Abbey Press and used

for car parking.This gives a total area of about 1,400

sq.m. Elsewhere the report states that "the space

required to accommodate five bus stands and

accompanying running lanes/manoeuvring space was

estimated to be 750 sq.m." This shows there is

ample area but the report also says "Additional land

take to increase the width of the site would be

required to address highlighted concerns with vehi-

cle and pedestrian movement and allow refurbish-

ment of the site to be recommended."

T
he above statements suggest, as is believed by

most bus users, that the site could with

appropriate relatively minor changes, be used

for a bus station and that NCC has not seriously

explored possibilities to do so. It could perhaps have

widened the site by obliging Dysart to give a small

part of its site as a Section 106 agreement as part of

the permission for development of the adjacent site.
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W
e still have no detail of how or when Dysart

might develop the site should the bus sta-

tion be moved.Recent experiences of major

developments in Hexham, e.g. the former goods yard,

the former Gilesgate swimming pool, Craneshaugh

housing etc, suggest strongly that NCC has neither the

will nor the interest nor the competence to insist on

design standards appropriate to the heart of an historic

market town and that the Planning Committee is

unwilling and incapable of examining and debating any

major development. We repeat our view that NCC

seems interested only in the income it will receive from

sale of the site and has no interest in the consequences.

T
o give them a chance to show that this view is

misplaced and to avoid a derelict site (or car

park) in a prime position in the centre of town,

the redevelopment plans must be fully and publicly dis-

cussed, planning permission granted and contracts let

for development of the existing bus station site before

the bus station is moved.

Protests against the footpath closure - to be moved to a nar-

row chicane east of the present site. 

The bus station in previous years, with a turntable curing the

safety issues cited as justification for the Loosing Hill move...
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THE GOODS YARD

W
e continue to pursue correction of the sur-

face adjacent to the realigned listed wall of

Station Cottages. This was installed as

rounded river cobbles in contravention of the instruc-

tion "to match the existing" dressed granite setts as per

the approved scheme.

ACCESS TO TYNE VALLEY RETAIL

PARK AND RAILWAY STATION

I
n our last Newsletter we highlighted again the need

for improvements to access to the station for pedes-

trians and non-vehicle users, specifically removal of

the bollards obstructing the northern end of Hall

Orchard and removal of the barriers obstructing the

desire line between the pedestrian crossing and the sta-

tion entrance.

M
ore recently we have expressed concerns

about the ambiguous crossing between the

northern end of Hall Orchard and Tyne Valley

Retail Park, (formerly the goods yard), seeking to have

appropriate warnings for approaching vehicles on

Station Road.

Despite the Town Council sharing our concerns there

is no obvious action towards addressing these matters.

HEXHAM TOWN COUNCIL'S

BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND

TRANSPORT GROUP

Two of HCS's officers are members of this group;

Wendy Breach representing Transition Tynedale and Tim

Tatman representing HCS.

PARKING SURVEY

H
CS members participated in the group's Survey

of Parking in the Wentworth Car Park (all-day

zone), the purpose of which was to uncover (i)

the reasons why this car park is reputedly full at

10.00am, (ii) the extent to which this is due to changes

in parking habits since the introduction of free all-day

parking, and (iii) whether this is contributing to retail-

ers' concerns about reduced foot-fall in the town cen-

tre.Drivers parking in Wentworth were asked what was

the purpose of their visit to Hexham, where they

parked before free parking etc. Retailers were asked for

their opinion on the effect of free parking on their busi-

nesses. After the survey the group got together to

review and collate the information gathered. Overall

the activity took the best part of a day.

T
he report was delivered to the Town

Council's August meeting but, according to

reports, they refused to receive and publish it.

Instead, according to the Courant, they reported

they had performed surveys showing that over

1,000 parking spaces were available in Hexham at

any time of the day and all that is required is more

signage! There are many who would like to know

where these 1,000 spaces are and what are the

charges and time limits so that they can be consid-

ered as parking options. It would be helpful if HTC

would publicise this information.

I
t is relevant to note that the Action for Market

Towns' Benchmarking Report presented in April

and which looked at such items as retail, vacancy

rates, footfall, leisure and culture, car parking, busi-

ness confidence and town centre users, includes the

statement that to make best use of car parks and to

have the appropriate turnover requires an occupan-

cy rate of no more than 85% This certainly does not

happen in Wentworth Car Park.

I
t seems that the only reports sent by the Town

Council to NCC to inform their considerations

of parking in Hexham are these barely credible

reports of 1,000 available spaces.The results of the

Wentworth survey seem not to have been forward-

ed. It is easy to conclude that HTC is reluctant to

acknowledge that there have been no benefits from

their introduction of free parking and that by scrap-

ping parking charges, particularly differential charges,

they have thrown away one of the few tools available

to influence parking practices. One of the Town

Council's major arguments in pressing for free park-

ing was to bring Hexham into line with Ashington

and Blyth where parking is free. The number of

Hexham businesses closing or suffering, they say as a

result of free parking, and the number of vacant

retail premises suggests Hexham is moving towards

Ashington and Blyth in other respects also!

SIGNAGE AUDIT

H
CS officers also initiated and are participat-

ing in the continuing signage audit, the pur-

pose of which is to improve the appearance

of Hexham's Conservation Area.The audit will list all

signs in the Conservation Area with the objective of

removing those that are unnecessary, relocating

those that could be located better, and renovating

those that are shabby.

TT
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• No.13, formerly a meditation centre.

• No.1 Gibson House, formerly Rowlands.

Priestpopple

• No.42, formerly Robinson & Cowell (1st floor being

converted to flats: see Planning Apps.)

• Royal Hotel (being converted into retail and flats)

Beaumont Street

• No.6A, formerly Tyghtspot

Hallstile Bank

• No.17, formerly Chatelaine (down the steps)

Former Jaspahs

Hencotes

• No.4, formerly Boots

• No.31, formerly Delicious sandwich shop

New businesses

Market Street

• No.14, Penfax stationers

• Mr Wolf (Children’s Shop)

Wentworth Place/HallOrchard

• Gifts@No1

Market Place

• Nos.20/21,Wardhaugh's extension

Hencotes

• No.8 The Food Bar

RETAIL

O
ne of the most significant indicators of the

health of a market town is the state of its

retail sector, vacancies etc. On 25

September the situation in Hexham was as follows.

Vacant premises

Although this list looks long it is expected that four

or so will be on the next list as new businesses.

While it is good also to see at last work progressing

on the eastern half of the Royal Hotel, it is disap-

pointing that the upper floors of the western half,

we understand owned by Michael Way, a former

mayor of Hexham, have been totally neglected and

are now in a disgraceful condition.

Fore Street

• No.34, former Dorothy Perkins (W.H.Smith

reported to be moving in shortly)

Back Street

• Cornmill Café

• The Creamy Coffee Pot

• No.16, formerly The Bike Shop

Meal Market

• No.4 (part), formerly nail bar

Cattle Market

• No.1, formerly Pattinsons Photographic shop

• No.9, formerly Britannia Building Society

Battle Hill

• No.4, formerly Lemon and Lime (Listed Building

Consent granted for hot food take-away)

• No.10, formerly Age Concern

• No.12, formerly Thomas Cook

Ready to let - a welcome lick of paint for the former Bike

Shop on Back Street

New opening - Gifts@No.1 on Wentworth Place/Hall

Orchard



PERMISSION REFUSED

Moot Hall, Market Place 14/01953/ADE Advertisement

consent for installation of an externally illuminated sign over

the entrance to the Moot Hall Gallery, comprising a flat panel

with applied vinyl lettering illuminated with an LED strip light

along the top edge

14/01752/LBC Listed Building Consent: Installation of illu-

minated sign

PERMISSION GRANTED

Waitrose, Alemouth Road 14/00355/FUL Installation

of external horticulture units to the front of store and

associated works

20/21 Market Place (Wardhaughs) 14/00538/FUL,

14/00539/LBC Proposed works consisting of the refur-

bishment of the existing premises internally and external-

ly. The property will be used to provide additional retail

space, display space and tea room facilities for visitors to

Wardhaughs shop.

Boots The Chemists Ltd., 7 Fore Street

14/00705/LBC Listed Building Consent : facade renova-

tion fronting Meal Market and St Mary's Chare.

Note. Decision on 14/02672/DISCON, Discharge of con-

ditions nos. 3, 4 and 5 is still pending.
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Stationery Object - ‘Penfax’ - New on Market Street and

again with a well-restored historic shop front and subtle

signage.  

'What's the time, Mr Wolf?'Another Market Street opening

with an attractive refurbished frontage.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

W
e are profoundly disappointed, but not at all surprised, by recent decisions on major residential

developments.What we are seeing is Hexham being hit from all sides by opportunistic developers

and a County Council either wilfully abetting them, or at least unable to  muster any kind of defence

- the land on the north side of the Corbridge Road opposite Arnold Clark car dealership  - a genuine Greenbelt

site picked off by a Housing Association playing on the need for additional affordable Housing.The Craneshaugh

and East of Farmways sites - Greenfield sites where only affordable housing should be developed, picked off by

speculative developers who will supply the minimum affordable housing contribution, likely to be delivered off-

site and quite likely to be delivered outside of Tynedale.

A
s Georgia Giannopoulou said in her presentation of students' work (see p15), current government

emphasis on the need for new homes has given developers a free pass to do and profit from whatever

they want. Our local authority at least has shown no ability or willingness to enforce standards for the

creation of connected communities, let alone question whether a proposed development complies with poli-

cies in respect of green field and green belt development and whether it will benefit the existing communities.

The following information lists the changes since our last Newsletter and was taken from NCC's website 3

October 2014.The applications listed are those that affect listed buildings or the town's historic centre or are

considered to be of general interest:



Cockshaw House, Cockshaw14/00933/LBC Listed

Building Consent: Removal of rotten wooden suspended

floor (joists and floorboards) in ground floor living room

Underpinning of alcove walls to replace discovered sand

footings with natural sandstone and lime-mortar con-

struction. Replace floor joists and floorboards.

Royal Hotel, Priestpopple 14/01128/FUL Proposed

conversion of the redundant Royal Hotel into flats and

commercial units at front

Hexham Goods Yard 

14/00907/DISCON Discharge of conditions 3 and 4 of

approved planning application 12/02903/LBC (relating to

ramp on north side. Ed.)

Land South of Station Cottages, Station Road 

14/00704/DISCON Discharge of conditions 4 and 5 from

Planning Approval 13/02068/FUL (relating to rebuilding of

listed wall. Ed.)

Land South Of Craneshaugh, Corbridge Road

13/01208/OUT Outline application for 122 dwellings,

with all matters reserved except for access

Hexham Auction Mart, Maidens Walk

14/01921/VARYCO Variation to condition 2 (Minor vari-

ation of approved plans) from application 11/01058/FUL

Moot Hall, Market Place

14/01747/LBC, 14/01746/FUL Listed building consent for

alterations to existing stone steps, new illuminated

handrail, and new security gate

Hexham Service Station, Station Road

14/01268/COU Use of former petrol filling station for

used car display and sales.

42 Priestpopple (former Robinson and Cowell)

14/01171/FUL Change of use and conversion from redun-

dant first floor showroom and offices to two no. 2 bed-

room flats

Abbey Gate House, Market Street

14/00313/COU Change of use from offices to one

dwelling (Several decades ago this was a single dwelling)

Tesco Store, Alemouth Road 14/02357/ADE

Advertisement consent for three internally illuminated

fascia signs and four non-illuminated fascia signs in con-

nection with the installation of a dry cleaning, key cutting,

shoe and watch repairs pod to Class 1 retail premises

Old Grammar School, Hallgate 

14/02543/COU Change of use to a venue to hold arts,

crafts and antique fairs

4 Battle Hill 14/02446/LBC 14/01976/FUL Listed

Building Consent: Change of use from retail to hot food

takeaway (A5).No alterations externally.New kitchen and

servery counter internally. New flue to be taken up

through existing chimney and chimney pots, to exterior.
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The Sele First School 14/00762/LBC Listed Building

Consent - Replacement windows to First Floor area of

School from timber to PVCu

Old Grammar School, Hallgate 14/02544/LBC Listed

building consent to use as a venue to hold arts, crafts and

antique fairs

Land and Building North East Of The Tannery, Dipton

Mill Road 14/02884/DISCON Discharge of Condition no 7

for application 13/00298/LBC - Listed Building Consent -

Partial demolition and rebuild of outbuilding including

replacement roof structure and covering, as amended.

DECISION PENDING

Land East of Sunningdale Nursing and Residential

Home, Dean Street

11/02101/FUL Variation of condition 2 attached to permis-

sion 20080983 - Construction of 8 dwellings and 4 flats

together with underground car parking and associated land-

scaping (amended layout and position of terrace).

Bandstand, Abbey Grounds 13/01731/CCD Listed

Building consent: repair and refurbishment of bandstand.

Stone Building, Abbey Grounds 13/01732/CCD Listed

Building Consent - Repair and re-set stonework, install roof,

door and window

Drinking Fountain,The Sele 13/01730/CCD Listed build-

ing consent for repair and refurbishment of a drinking foun-

tain

Former Swimming Pool and Associated Land,

Gilesgate 13/02289/FUL, 13/02291/CON) Proposed part

demolition of existing buildings on site (retention of the

existing stone facade to the former swimming pool which

fronts onto Gilesgate), and the erection of Later Living retire-

ment housing (category II type accommodation) communal

facilities, landscaping and car parking.

Black Hill Farm, Yarridge Road 12/00908/RENE

Application to install a CF20 20m 20kw wind turbine.

Buildings at East Side of The Ropery

13/03838/FUL and LBC - Demolition, re-construction and

extension of existing "Ropery" building to create 6no resi-

dential dwellings, engineering works to create revised exter-

nal ground levels and installation of gates at east and west

ends of existing walkway to north of building

Burnbrae, Hencotes 14/00934/FUL Proposed change of

use of a disused doctors surgery to form six, two bed apart-

ments and one two bed annexe along with associated land-

scaping and car parking.

Orchard Gap,Allendale Road 14/02699/FUL Erection of
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3no detached dwellings and private access track via new

access off public highway. Lowering of existing stone wall to

provide visibility splay.

Arnold Clark Car Dealership, Corbridge Road

14/02660/ADE 1 off new free standing entrance feature, 2 off

new wall mounted parking signs, 1 damaged panels on double

sided totem, 1 pylon

Old Grammar School, Hallgate 14/02425/FUL ,

14/02426/LBC Change of use from offices to two residential

dwellings with associated internal alterations and insertion of

rooflights

Land South Of Craneshaugh, Corbridge Road

14/02325/DISCON Discharge of condition 10 of application

13/01208/OUT 14/01938/DISCON Discharge of conditions

7 and 11 of application 13/01208/OUT 14/01869/DISCON

Discharge of conditions 8, 13 and 14 of application

13/01208/OUT 

Land North Of Car Dealership, Corbridge Road

14/01966/DISCON Discharge of conditions

3,4,5,8,9,10,12,14,20,21,22 and part discharge of condi-

tion 7 of planning permission 13/02253/FUL.

Development of 26 affordable dwellings and asso-

ciated access, car parking and landscaping (As

Amended)

Land East Of Farmway, Corbridge Road 

14/01279/FUL Residential development of 16 residential

houses at the land south of Corbridge Road, Hexham

Boots Pharmacy, 7 Fore Street

14/02672/DISCON Discharge of conditions no's 3,4 and

5 from application 

14/00705/LBC - Listed Building Consent : facade renova-

tion fronting Meal Market and St Mary's Chare

Tyne Valley Retail Park, Station Road 14/02871/ADE

Installation of 1no. static internally illuminated Totem sign

History

T
he shop was for many years an antique shop run

by the Boadens. It is understood that the shield

was first put up in the 1940s by Richard Boaden's

father and made from bits and pieces from the shop.

During a refurbishment of the shop about 1987 the

shield was taken down but the local authority (Tynedale

District Council) insisted that it be replaced. Richard

was then involved in the town twinning scheme and set-

ting up a twinning arrangement with Noyon in France

and Metzingen in Germany who were already twinned:

hence a triplet arrangement. Hexham was already

twinned with Brande in Denmark.

T
he current shield was put together by Richard

using the town symbols of all three towns

"twinned" with Hexham and, of course, Hexham

itself. Starting at the top and going clockwise the badges

are Hexham Town Council, Metzingen, Noyon, and

Brande

TT

HCS as an Informal Consultee

H
CS Committee reflects in its make-up the diversity of its wider membership.We range from interested

amateurs concerned about Hexham to some members with a background in specific fields e.g. planning

and architecture.We do our best to argue constructively for better development in Hexham and we

try to do this as professionally as possible. This approach has given us a reputation that has resulted in devel-

opers and retailers asking us for our views on their proposals. Current examples are a dialogue with HMC on

the former workhouse site and, most recently, the redevelopment of several retail units including Fat Face.The

latter  seeking advice on the refurbishment of the frontage of their Market Place shop and of the "Boaden

Shield".We include a note on the history of the Boaden Shield for your interest as below:

The Boaden Shield above Fat Face, Market Place,

Hexham,
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Hexham Civic Society Membership Form - New Members

Please join us in our pursuit of enhancing the historic character of Hexham and supporting its eco-

nomic and environmental quality.The larger our membership, the stronger our voice and ability to

influence the development of Hexham.

If you are not already a member, consider joining us by:

• e-mailing either wendy@breach.org.uk or joules@btinternet.com with your name, address and

phone number or phoning 609973 (Wendy) or 609261 (Julie)

• sending a cheque (payable to Hexham Civic Society) to: Julie Foster,Tynedale House,Acomb,

Hexham NE46 4RD

Either: I enclose cash/a cheque for £7 for an individual

or: I enclose cash/a cheque for £12 for joint membership 

or: I enclose cash/a cheque for £18 for  corporate/association membership 

or: I wish to pay by bankers standing order (see below)

• setting up a standing order through your bank in favour of Hexham Civic Society, Sort Code 30-

94-19,Account No 00075579

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss ................................................................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

Postcode .............................................................................................................................................

Tel number  .......................................................................................................................................

Email  ...................................................................................................................................................

Our membership fees remain minimal at £7.00 per annum for an individual or £12.00 per annum for

joint membership. Corporate memberships are £18.00.

Standing Order is the most convenient way to pay your membership subscription.Available to mem-

bers who hold a UK bank or building society account, standing order gives you peace of mind that

your subscription is continuous, automatically renewing each year.

Gift Aid

If you are a taxpayer you can further assist Hexham Civic Society (registered charity no 253558) by

signing a Gift Aid form. Members' Gift Aid declarations enhance the Society's income by some £300

annually - well worth the effort.We will send one on request - we need it returned so we can keep

your signature on file to assure HMRC that you are a paid up HCS member.

HCS e-mail address: hexhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk

Website: http://hexhamcivicsociety.wordpress.com
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The bus station site and the

Temperance Movement

W
ith redevelopment of the bus station site

being proposed it is interesting to consider

the history of adjacent buildings.The build-

ing now immediately to the west and occupied by

Liddell's greengrocers was built in the 19th century and

was once a temperance hotel. This may have been in

reaction to the reputation of an earlier building on the

site that was said to have been a cheap hotel for stage-

coach drivers, ostlers, and lower classes who lodged

there after they had dropped the more well-to-do trav-

ellers at the Coach and Horses. It had a bad reputation

for gambling, cock fighting etc..

T
he former Abbey Press building was once the

Temperance Hall and it opened in 1886.Although

primarily connected with the Hope of Hexham

Lodge of Good Templars it was expected that the hall

would be used for good temperance work and supply a

long felt want in the town. Interestingly a Mr.T.Robson

was treasurer of the project! Behind the Hall on Broad

gates can be seen the Infant School associated with the

movement - now the home of Tynedale Electrics but its

origins suggested by its gothic windows, now blocked

up.

From the Hexham and Corbridge Illustrated, 1893:

“COMMERCIAL HOTEL AND 

POSTING HOUSE

Priestpopple, Proprietress: Miss

Congleton

H
exham is by no means behind the times in the

matter of first-class hotel accommodation and,

in the establishment conducted by Miss

Congleton, possesses a most comfortable and home-like

base. The hotel was started half a century ago by a

Mr.Thorwell, and was continued by that gentleman

and his successors until 1880, when the concern was

acquired by Miss M.A.Congleton, who has since

considerably improved the arrangements in every

way. The hotel is situated in Priestpopple, a leading

thoroughfare of the town, commanding a capital cor-

ner position, the premises forming a large building

of three storeys, with extensive range of stabling in

the rear, reached by a wide cartway entrance. The

accommodation on the ground floor includes a com-

fortably furnished dining-room, in which an ordinary

is served on market days, coffee-room and private

apartments of the proprietress, to the rear of which

are the culinary departments. On the second floor

are private sitting-rooms and a large commercial

room, while above are a number of comfortable

sleeping apartments affording accommodation for

about twenty visitors. 

T
he hotel is conducted on temperance princi-

ples and is widely patronised by country visi-

tors and commercial gentlemen. The posting

department is well equipped with first-class vehicles

and horses, including a capital brake for excursion

parties, cabs, traps and other conveyances, stable

accommodation being provided for upwards of fifty

horses, a number often exceeded on market days.

This branch of the business is of daily increasing

importance, and the proprietress has in contempla-

tion considerable extensions of the stabling to meet

demand. 

I
n connection with the posting department it may

be mentioned that Miss Congleton entered into a

contract to convey 100 members of the British

Medical Association at their Congress at Newcastle

in July, to Housesteads, some fifteen miles from

Hexham, and also provided luncheon for the party,

who were afterwards entertained at dinner by

Mr.Clayton, of Chester Warden. 

S
he also provided luncheon for the Antiquarian

Society's recent visit to Hexham. A bus meets

every train at Hexham Station to convey visi-

tors to the hotel.”

TT
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An inner courtyard of the workhouse site - viable for

return to practical use as much needed housing.

NEWCASTLE STUDENTS

TACKLE GREENFIELD

AND BROWNFIELD HEX-

HAM SITES.

F
ollowing several years of successful collabora-

tion with the Masters in Urban Design Course

at Newcastle University and Hexham Civic

Society, last year's intake looked at the Workhouse

site on Dean Avenue/Corbridge Road and the 3ha

greenfield housing site at Craneshaugh (see above)

whose development was approved at Outline stage

by NCC Planning Committee. The students

reviewed this as a blank canvas.

B
oth groups were given a brief, set by their

Tutor Georgia Giannopoulou, to deliver a

mixture of private housing, affordable housing

and 'co-housing' on the sites.This is a unique oppor-

tunity for post-graduate students to respond to

complex sites with vision and imagination which we

hope will also be of use to site owners, developers,

NCC officials and our Councillors.

A
n exhibition of their work was on display in

the Forum café 1 - 6 September. On Friday 5

Sept Georgia Giannopoulou gave an enthusi-

astic and fascinating outline of what students are

taught to consider in their work. Fundamentally they

are taught to design, not estates or houses, but com-

munities with connectivity to their surroundings,

services, shops, etc. In the context of the

Craneshaugh site Georgia was explicit: if any of her

students had come up with the proposal that has

been given permission they would have failed the

course! Unfortunately her talk was not brilliantly

attended due to lack of publicity - our fault for

which we apologise - and a last-minute change to the

date which was outside our control.We had hoped

to get an advert in the Hexham Courant but found

ourselves out of time.Apologies to those members

who missed this event but would have liked to come

- we will put examples of the students’s work on the

HCS website.

O
ur thanks to Georgia and her colleague and

local architect Mark Siddall who jointly

made the presentation, and to the MA stu-

dents who produced such varied and interesting

work. We hope that their efforts might inspire the

owners of both development sites.

RH

Post event discussion at Scott’s Cafe, 5th September

University lecturer and architect Mark Siddall joined Georgia

to make the presentation.


