
 

 

 

 

 

 

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great 
quote from the document or use this space 
to emphasize a key point. To place this text 
box anywhere on the page, just drag it.] 

Welcome to Hexham Civic Society’s occasional free newsletter – designed to keep you updated on planning, 
regeneration and civic issues across the town. If you are not already a member please consider joining us – see 
application form on the back of this newsletter. We have tried to fight Hexham’s corner since 1968 and are a 
registered charity.  
 
Hexham Civic Society has no statutory powers - all we can do is lobby, persuade and hold Northumberland 
County Council and Hexham Town Council’s - “feet to the fire”. In particular, with increased awareness of global 
warming and the recently declared Climate Emergency, we are seeking to ensure that the principles of 
sustainable development, which includes a commitment to more people making journeys by foot and cycle in 
preference to the car – (taking account of those who are mobility impaired) – are pushed to the fore.   
 
These principles have already been taken account of in the developing Hexham Neighbourhood Plan and 
Northumberland’s Local Plan.  
 

The Market Place - Hexham has 
spoken?   
 
The decision by NCC to “do 
nothing” about Hexham’s Market Place is 
disappointing as this would not only have 
increased pedestrian journeys but decreased 
pollution by minimising car journeys, and make 
Hexham a more pleasant place to live in and 
visit. This is even more important to the town in 
view of the current demise of the High 
Street and the increased of number of empty 
shops in Hexham.  
 
The public survey generated over 1,300 
responses. 682 people supported 
pedestrianisation or part pedestrianisation and 
679 people did not. A slim majority to provide a 
better environment for people. But the 
conclusion was that that this did not represent 
widespread public backing. So NCC has sadly 
chosen to keep our historic Market Place as a 
public car park.   
 
This is disappointing.  The Society urges the 
Town and County Councils to continue to  

promote the Market Place and surrounding roads 
as a civic space by Promoting events and 
activities that support our town centre.   
 
The Market Place will be celebrating its 800-
year anniversary in 2022. The Society hopes there 
will be a renovation of the Market Place and 
surrounding roads to ensure we have a civic 
space we can be proud of by 2022.   
 



 

Our Recent efforts:  
 
We comment constructively on most big planning proposals in Hexham. We often support the principle of 
development but make suggestions on how the scheme might be better. Here are some of them:    
 
• The Bunker Site (19/00277/FUL) [see our Spring newsletter] We support the principle of the development but we 
feel there is a missed opportunity here to provide level, traffic-free access between the development and the railway 
station  and the development and Waitrose. The scheme has yet to be determined but we have been successful in 
getting all of the interested parties talking to one other.  
  
• Hallgarth - New public right of way. As a result of several years work by one of our members,  we have managed to 
get a definitive order made – which barring any serious objections– should result in a new public right of way in front 
of the Old Grammar School and Prospect House – keeping it open to the public.  
  
• Gilesgate baths site (18/04200/FUL): over the history of the site we have been in favour of its development as 
retirement homes but have tirelessly lobbied for the right  development which  respects both the historic views of 
Hexham and the route of the existing public right of way  from Gilesgate to Haugh Lane. The now approved scheme 
ignored our concerns on bulk and massing but took on board our advice re a safe and sensibly located set of steps 
from Haugh Lane to Gilesgate. The previously approved dangerous ginnel is no more. 
  
• Workhouse car park (19/01296/FUL – yet to be determined) 43 retirement living apartments on Corbridge Road.   
We support the use of the empty site for later living but are arguing for a better design and better pedestrian 
permeability and connectivity though the site.  
 
• Workhouse (19/01380/FUL)  Demolition, refurbishment and extension of Old Hexham Workhouse buildings into 
34 No. Flats. The scheme – yet to be determined - retains the bulk of the Workhouse buildings – a key gateway site to 
Hexham and its Conservation Area. HCS members lobbied for a decade to see the buildings saved from demolition and 
reused – so we consider this a very positive result.  
 
• We press NCC to use its powers when buildings are in a state of decay – e.g. we have recently drawn the 
attention of Northumberland County Council to the parlous state of St Wilfred’s Arch- the only Grade 1 listed building 
in Hexham apart from the Abbey.  In this instance, NCC own the arch….  
 



 

Queen Elizabeth High School and Hexham Middle School site merger  
 
Residents should by now be aware of the proposed redevelopment of Queen Elizabeth High School. The planning 
application references are   19/03998/CCD and 19/03999/LBC “Redevelopment of Queen Elizabeth High School including 
the refurbishment of Grade II listed hydro  building and Westfield house for ongoing school use. New build school buildings 
of 2 and 3 storeys. Demolition of existing school buildings and associated new access points, car parking, bus parking, 
landscaping, grass playing fields, hard courts, and the artificial sport pitches including sports lighting”.  
 
Hexham Civic Society members attended the pre application ‘public consultation’ event Saturday 14th September at the 
Queen Elizabeth School. We gave our feedback but were astonished that an application – not materially different from the 
consultation version – was lodged 26th September with NCC Planners. We wonder how much account has been taken of 
public views.  
 
The proposed scheme merges onto one site the existing QE High School site the QEHS and Hexham Middle School. The 
Middle School site – with its Grade II listed 1912 buildings – will then be sold off by Northumberland County Council.  
The historic QE buildings date from the mid C19 and are also Grade II listed.  
 
We will comment in full on the listed building and planning 
applications, but our key concerns are:  
 

• Both schools are in dire need of investment but we do not 
support the merger of the schools onto a single site.  

 

• The ‘one site’ scheme boxes Hexham into a corner and 
reduces future flexibility since the QE site becomes packed 
with development. We do not think the existing road and 
footpath network can cope with the extra 450-500 pupils, 
their parents and teachers cars or extra buses.  

 

• We are highly concerned about the impacts of the new 
buildings on the listed QE Hydro building. The scheme 
involves the demolition of rear buildings to the former 
Hydro, including its much-loved mid nineteenth century 
walled garden.  

 

• A more sensitive location for any new build is possible, which  
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retains the existing Hydro – potentially with a 
different vehicle access.  

• Given the declaration of a Climate Emergency by 
NCC and Hexham Town Council, the proposal is 
not explicitly sustainable, and we urge NCC to set 
an example here. Any new-build should be green 
roofed. The scheme should be a low carbon 
climate resilient school for future generations. We 
understand the proposed design life is just 60 
years which is not acceptable.  
 

• The scheme is overly dependent on vehicle access 
with large portions of the site set aside for private 
car parking. Any scheme should be based on firm 
support for walking and cycling access.   
 
 

• We wish to see the two separate sites maintained 
but urge readers to view the proposals 
themselves and make their own representations 
to NCC – via 
west.planning@northumberland.gov.uk 

 
 

 



 

Climate Change:  
  
The society welcomes Northumberland County Council and Hexham Town Council declaration of a Climate Emergency. 
We support our Councillors in their courageous step to take an important leadership role in trying to create a low carbon 
and climate-resilient Hexham.   
 
The North East of England’s has a unique role. We are the cradle of the industrial revolution with over 300-years of 
industrial history. We have a historic contribution and a duty to take the lead.   
The Society believes Hexham should be bold and aim to be the greenest town in Northumberland. A town that we can be 
proud to pass onto our successors.  
 
But to do this we will need to be radical.  We will need to radically re imagine what Hexham will look like to ensure low 
carbon and climate-resilience. This could mean amongst other things more trees in our streets, more rain water gardens, 
cycle lanes, wider pavements, to make trips by bike, foot the natural choice. We need vision, commitment and drive 
from our Councillors to realise the benefits and opportunities from a low carbon and climate-resilient Hexham.  The 
Society looks forward to working with the Councillors in the coming months.  
  

Hexhamcivicsociety@yahoo.co.uk 

 

MEMBERSHIP FORM /STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

To: The Manager, 
...........................................................................................................Bank plc 
...........................................................................................................Branch 
Please pay to Lloyds Bank plc, Priestpopple, Hexham (sort code 30-94-19) for the credit 

of Hexham Civic Society, Account No 00075579 the sum of £10 /£15 / £22 (in 
words……………………….pounds) on receipt of this mandate and on the 5th of January annually 
thereafter until you receive notice from me/us in writing. 
 
Please debit my/our account accordingly. 
This instruction cancels any previous standing order in favour of Hexham Civic Society. 
Account to be debited:  
Account Name................................................................................................................. 
Sort Code................. ………………  Account No............................................. 
Signed...............................................................Date....................................... 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address:  ........................................................................................................... 
............................................................................................................................ 
Telephone number………………………………………………………………………………… 
Email address………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
We trust that a Standing Order is more convenient for you, but if you would rather just pay 
annually, please send your details and cheque, £10 for single, £15 for double and £22 corporate, to 
the address below 
 
Or please return the completed mandate to the Membership Secretary below for membership registration 
and forwarding to your bank: 
 
Julie Foster, Tynedale House, Acomb, Hexham, NE46 4RD,  
Tel. 01434 609261 
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